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LONGMEADOW-WEBSTER ROAD 
BICYCLE/PEDESTRIAN PATH FEASIBILITY STUDY 

Executive Summary 

The Town of Shelburne' s Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan (1993) recommends development 
of a pedestrian and bicycle connection from the neighborhoods north of Webster Road to 
the Shelburne Community School on Harbor Road connecting through the Village center. 
This recommended connection is consistent with the Chittenden County Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Regional Path (2003). Detailed planning for the connection was initiated in 
the mid-late 1990s. However, the facility and alignment contemplated at that time did not 
fully conform with federal or state funding standards. This feasibility study is meant to 
update the alignment and verify that both procedural and alignment Standards for shared 
use paths can be met. Figure 1 provides an overview of the original route. It also shows 
the limits of the Study Area. 

The purpose of the proposed Shelburne Longmeadow-Webster Road Bicycle/Pedestrian 
Path is to provide a convenient way for bicyclists, and pedestrians, mostly families and 
school children, to safely travel from the Town's northern neighborhoods to the Village 
center and the Community School on Harbor Road. 

The preferred cross section for this path would be a ten-foot wide asphalt shared use path 
with two-foot gravel or grass shoulders on each side, as Figure 2 presents. Figure 3 
depicts the community's preferred alignment of the Longmeadow-Webster Road Shared 
Use Path. Due to the reluctance of land owners to grant path easements, much of the 
northern end of the path may not be constructed for many years. It is important, 
however, to keep it as an officially planned route so that when opportunities arise, the 
Town has already identified the alignment as a future path. 

From the large Town parcel at the end of Longmeadow Road to the Village Center, 
construction of the path is highly feasible. The section closest to Webster Road will be 
constructed as part of the Boulder Hill Subdivision. Along Webster Road itself, the path 
will come close to two historic houses. Other than this, there are currently no significant 
physical obstacles to the construction of the path. The crossing ofthe La Platte River can 
be accomplished with little difficulty due to the earlier negotiations with the State to 
leave the abutments for the old Shelburne Road bridge in place. This allows the easy 
installation of a new prefabricated or restored historic path bridge on either the abutments 
or foundations placed further back from the riverbank. Taking the path under the 
Shelburne Road bridge solves the issue of crossing Shelburne Road. The need to install 
this portion of the path with retaining walls to minimize impacts to the wetlands at the 
bottom of the hill is one of the larger expenses of the entire path. The placement of the 
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path along the railroad minimizes the impacts on historic resources associated with the 
alignment of the path along Shelburne Road in the Village, yet allows bicycle and 
pedestrian access to the Village Center as needed. The path on the south side of Harbor 
Road has no insurmountable difficulties associated with it. 

As part of the analysis of the alternatives, WSA, the Committee and the community 
examined a wide range of factors, including suitability for the intended users, potential 
positive and negative environmental impacts, required permits, and contributions to the 
character of the historic Village. Table 1 summarizes the results of this analysis. 

Based on a review of the alternatives analysis and the ways in which each of the various 
alternatives addressed the purpose and need for this project, the consultants, with public 
input, generated the recommended alignment for the path. The recommended link 
combines one or more of the best alternatives from each section to create a viable 
connection between the northern neighborhoods and the Village Center. 

Several findings lead to the selection of this recommended alignment. One consistent 
finding for each section was that the Alternative A, No Action, did not meet the Purpose 
and Need Statement and was not acceptable. Despite the inability to complete its entire 
length, Alternative B, with the modifications provided by Alternative I and the relocation 
of the crosswalk on Webster Road to the three-way stop at the wye, is considered the 
most appropriate alignment for Section 1. Overall, Alternative M, taking the path to the 
west of the Village along the eastern side of the railroad right-of-way, is the most 
appropriate for section 2. It eliminates the problem of crossing driveways in the Village 
and minimizes impacts to the historic district. It also avoids the alignment uncertainty 
and potential wetland impacts of Alternative K. This portion of the path could also be 
developed in conjunction with the Champlain Path (rail trail), if it moves ahead. 

In Section 3, the shared use path on the south side of Harbor Road, Alternative 0, has the 
most community support. 

Excluding the need to secure a pathway easement across the Farrell property, the 
additional property easements that are needed to implement the preferred alignment are 
along the seven properties facing Webster Road, on the Marble Bank property and in the 
railroad right-of-way. Both construction and permanent easements are needed from 
almost every property owner along the north side of Webster Road, because the path 
continually moves outside of the right-of-way. Both Construction and permanent 
easements are needed from the owner of the Marble Bank property to connect the path 
along Shelburne Road to the path in the railroad right-of-way. The railroad right-of-way 
appears to be wide enough to accommodate the path within its boundaries. 
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Temporary construction easements may be needed from adjacent landowners along the 
south side of Harbor Road to allow temporary disturbances to construct the shared use 
path on the south side of the road. 

Construction of the shared use path will necessitate filling approximately 200 SF of 
wetlands adjacent to Munroe Brook, where the path runs along the north side of the road. 
To minimize the need for fill, the path is narrowed to eight-feet wide in this section and a 
12-foot wide pedestrian bridge crosses the Brook itself. This preferred alignment crosses 
Munroe Brook and the La Platte River. No negative impacts to either watercourse are 
anticipated due to the construction of these crossings. The preferred alignment should 
have minimal, if any, impacts on the La Platte floodplain. 

The cross country sections of the preferred alignment will require the clearing of a band 
of vegetation approximately 20-feet wide. Along the sides of Webster, Harbor, and 
Shelburne Roads, the proposed alignment should result in the removal of few, if any, 
large shade trees along the roadways. It will require the removal of several smaller crab 
apple trees along Harbor Road. Vegetation along the eastern edge of the railroad right
of-way will be removed. New trees and shrub plantings can be installed on the adjacent 
properties if needed to separate them from the path and the railroad. 

There may be impacts on some of the forest dwelling fauna as the path is placed in the 
undeveloped parcels. The impacts are not expected to be significant, because the forests 
are not significantly old or well-established. The preferred alignment should have no 
impacts on rare, threatened or endangered fauna species. 

The preferred alignment or spur run on the same side of the street next to the property 
line of ten historic properties. In addition, the path will be across the street, river, or 
railroad tracks and in sight of three contributing historic properties in the historic district 
and five properties that have been surveyed as eligible for the State Register. In most 
instances, because the path is limited to a simple asphalt or gravel lane without curbing or 
railings, it should have no effect on the historic character of the properties it passes. The 
proposed path will pass in front of the historic Joshua Reed and Koch properties within 
the right-of-way will require the removal of some of the vegetation in front of the Joshua 
Reed Homestead, and the removal of a single spruce tree in front of the Koch house. The 
alignment would create an adverse effect to the historic character of the properties. In 
addition to narrowing the path and keeping it close to the road, the impacts will be 
minimized by keeping the path level with the lawn and providing new plantings or 
fencing in scale with the narrower lawn areas. 

Wilbur Smith Associates 
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Within the Village Historic District, the path either passes behind contributing and non
contributing properties along the railroad tracks or will be constructed in the location of 
an existing paved pathway along Harbor Road. 

In locations of archeological sensitivity, the shared use path can be constructed by adding 
filter fabric to the surface and minimally disturbing the soil underneath it. 

The proposed alignment will not affect the agricultural land in the study area. The 
preferred alignment should not encounter hazardous waste sites, based on the current 
information available from the State. The preferred alignment of the Longmeadow
Webster Road path is in conformance with local Shelburne plans and policies. The 
preferred alignment helps complete one of the links of the regional plan. The proposed 
alignment of the Longmeadow-Webster Road path is in conformance with State plans. 

The initial estimate of probable construction costs, based only on the schematic plans 
presented in this Report, indicate that it may cost approximately $2,800,000 to design and 
construct the three sections of the preferred alignment, excluding right-of-way acquisition 
costs. Table 2 provides the basis for this estimate. 
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LONGMEADOW-WEBSTER ROAD 
BICYCLE/PEDESTRIAN PATH FEASIBILITY STUDY 

-Webster Road looking east towards Munroe Brook Crossing. 

I. PROPOSED ALIGNMENT RECOMMENDATIONS 

A. Overview 

The Town of Shelburne's Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan (1993) recommends the 
development of a pedestrian and bicycle connection from the neighborhoods north of 
Webster Road to the Shelburne Community School on Harbor Road connecting through 
the Village center. This recommended connection is consistent with the Chittenden 
County Bicycle and Pedestrian Regional Path (2003). Detailed planning for the 
connection was initiated in the mid-late 1990s. However, the facility and alignment 
contemplated at that time did not fully conform with federal or state funding standards. 
The Town now wishes to explore the use of State and federal funds to finance the path, 
and is therefore finalizing the feasibility study required by those agencies to insure it will 
be eligible. The feasibility study is meant to update the alignment and verify that both 
procedural and alignment Standards for shared use paths can be met. 

The shared use path alignment as previously explored by the Town connects Hullcrest 
Park to Webster Road. At Webster Road, that route turns west and meanders along the 
north side of Webster Road, crossing to the south side of Webster Road at Gardenside 
Terrace. From Gardenside Terrace that route continues along the side of Webster Road 
to the location of the recently removed temporary construction bridge over the LaPlatte 
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River. The path then runs parallel with and along the east side of Shelburne Road 
connecting to the village center. Figure 1 provides an overview of the original route. It 
also shows the limits of the Study Area. 

B. Purpose and Need 

The purpose and need statement for this project succinctly captures the essence of why 
this project is being pursued. 

The purpose of the proposed Shelburne Longmeadow-Webster Road BicyclelPedestrian 
Path is to provide a convenient way for bicyclists, and pedestrians, mostly families and 
school children, to safely travel from the Town's northern neighborhoods to the Village 
center and the Community School on Harbor Road. Such a link will also increase the 
connections between neighborhoods. A separate north-south shared use path connection 
within the Town would create a continuous route for pedestrians and bicyclists to travel 
without the need to travel on busy Shelburne and Webster Roads. It would also support 
efforts to encourage children to ride their bicycles to school and to promote independence 
among non-driving residents. The creation of this path furthers the Town and Region' s 
goals of increasing the bicycle and pedestrian network serving village and town centers 
and other regional destinations. 

C. Preferred Cross Section 

The preferred cross section for this path would be a ten-foot wide asphalt shared use path 
with two-foot gravel or grass shoulders on each side, as Figure 2 presents. It is 
consistent with the recommendation in the Vermont Pedestrian and Bicycle Facility 
Planning & Design Manual (the Manual). The preferred cross section would keep grades 
below five percent as much as possible. When grades need to exceed five percent, they 
will only do so for short distances. In the event that sidewalks are needed, the preferred 
cross section would be a concrete sidewalk that is five-feet wide. 

In locations where there are historic resource considerations or potential environmental 
impacts, the width of the path may be narrowed to eight feet but sidewalks should remain 
at five-feet wide. 

D. Preferred Alignment 

Figure 3 depicts the community's preferred alignment of the Longmeadow-Webster 
Road Shared Use Path. Starting at the north end, the path begins at Pinehurst Drive on 
the west side of Hullcrest Park. The path moves across the western and southern edge of 
the park. From Hullcrest Park to the Longmeadow subdivision, the path crosses the 

Wilbur Smith Associ:ltcs 
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Farrell property, following the previously studied alignment, to connect to the first of 
several Town parcels. The path crosses the Town parcels to the eastern end of the 
Longmeadow subdivision. At this point, a spur connects to Longmeadow Road via the 
trail easement already held by the Town across the lots at the eastern end of the road. 

South of the spur intersection, the path leads into the open space land being conveyed to 
the Town as part of the Boulder Hill subdivision. As the path passes through this open 
space, it begins to climb up the slope, which is more gradual in this portion of the Study 
Area. At the southern end of the open space, the path connects with a path along the west 
side of the proposed Boulder Hill subdivision road. This portion of the path is to be 
constructed by the developer of the subdivision. This path intersects with Webster Road, 
at which point the path turns west along the north side of Webster Road. The first 
property west of the Boulder Hill subdivision on Webster Road contains the Joshua Reed 
Homestead, a historic property. The path, even when in the road right-of-way, still 
passes close to the historic house. The installation of the path requires the removal of 
some ofthe vegetation in front of the House. The path is only eight-feet wide for the 200 
feet that it passes in front ofthe historic house. New curbing lines Webster Road for this 
200-foot section. 

West of the Joshua Reed Homestead property, the path runs about eight feet away from 
the edge of the roadway, unless existing conditions force it closer or further away from 
the road. In these cases, the path ranges from four to sixteen feet away from the 
pavement edge. Since the right-of-way is generally about twelve feet off the edge of 
pavement, much of this proposed path would need easements from the adjacent property 
owners. 

Webster Road looking west towards the Munroe 
Brook Crossing. 

The path moves away from the roadway at 
the Bissonette property on the eastern side 
of the Munroe Brook floodplain, as it moves 
around an existing sewer pump station. 
There is insufficient room for the path to run 
between the pump station and the road. In 
this area, the path is placed as tight as 
possible against the pump station, to limit 
the need to fill into the adjacent wetland. A 
new pedestrian bridge would carry the path 
across Munroe Brook. Figure 4 shows a 
detail of this situation. 

As the path reaches the western edge of the 
Munroe Brook floodplain and moves back towards higher ground, it requires the 
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relocation of three utility poles parallel to the roadway. The shifting of spans between 
poles could require the use of one additional pole. The three existing poles are located 
adjacent to large trees on the landowners property along the right-of-way and the 
landowners are not willing to allow the path to shift north onto their property in these 
locations to go around the poles. Such a shift would require removing the large trees. 
Moving the poles to a place where there are no adjacent trees would allow the path to 
move around the poles without the removal of trees. The landowners are willing to grant 
easements for the path on their property in these alternate, treeless locations. Figures 4 
and 14 also shows a detail of this situation. 

The path is kept to eight-feet wide along this portion of Webster Road to minimize 
impacts to wetlands and historic structures. It also comes within four feet of the edge of 
the roadway pavement, to avoid impacting trees at the edge of the right-of-way in front of 
the historic house. The Manual indicates that a minimum of five feet should be provided 
between a sidepath and an uncurbed section of road. Consequently, curbing will line 
much of this portion of Webster Road. The length of curbing is not more than 425 feet, 
and the current pitch of the road appears to be significant enough that stormdrains will 
not be necessary. Special vegetated stabilization and protection for a swale between the 
road and the path at the eastern end of the curbing will keep the concentrated storm 
drainage from creating erosion problems. 

To minimize its impact on the residents and path users, the landowners are also 
considering shifting their driveway to access Farmstead Drive. 

The path moves across the Farmstead open space, running on the eastside of a row of 
crab apple trees. It narrows and again moves to within four feet of the pavement in front 
of the historic Koch residence. (Alternative H, which incorporated an alignment north of 
the Koch residence, on the Farmstead open space, Alternative H - was investigated 
preliminarily and discussed at public meetings. More detailed investigation revealed that 
the Farmstead Homeowners Association did not fully support the alignment; therefore 
Alternative H is not considered feasible.) New curbing lines the side of Webster Road 
where the path is less than five feet from the pavement. The slope of the road again 
appears to eliminate the need for stormdrains in the curbed section of road. 

West of the historic house, the path continues along the north side of Webster Road to the 
split into "New" and "Old" Webster Road heading south. (For the purposes of this study, 
"New" Webster Road refers to that portion of Webster Road that runs north from the wye 
to the intersection with Route 7; "Old" Webster Road refers to that portion of the road 
that heads southwest towards Route 7 from the wye and is currently one way traveling 
away from Route 7.) A crosswalk carries the path across the intersection, which is 
modified to be a three way STOP intersection. On the south side of the intersection, the 
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path moves down the south side of Old Webster Road. A guardrail separates the shared 
use path from the travel lane. The path will be striped at eight-feet wide to allow more 
than four feet of separation between the edge of the path and the guard rail. The roadway 
itself will be narrowed to approximately 16-feet wide, still wide enough for the one way 
traffic and emergency vehicles. Figure 15 shows a cross section of these modifications to 
Webster Road. 

At the bottom of the hill on Old Webster Road, the path turns south, using the existing 
paved approach to the river. At this point, the path would share the alignment with the 
proposed Champlain Path. A new prefabricated bridge or a reused historic bridge spans 
the La Platte River. 

On the south side of the La Platte River, the path heads under the new Shelburne Road La 
Platte River bridge to reach the west side of Shelburne Road. The path is held above the 
flood plain by a small retaining wall on the river side of the path. The path moves up the 
slope on the west side of Shelburne Road, again staying out of the adjacent wetlands by 
the use of a long, five-foot retaining wall. 

At the top of the slope, the path continues on 
towards the Village Center, in the approximate 
location of the planned sidewalk to a point just 
north of the end of the existing sidewalk. At the 
Charter One Bank on the so-called Marble Bank 
property, the path turns to the west to the 
railroad right-of-way across the open lawn. At 
the railroad right-of-way, the path turns south 
again inside the right-of-way and continues 
south to Harbor Road. The existing sidewalk 
that stops in front of the Charter One Bank is 
extended north to meet the shared use path. 

Looking south towards the proposed location 
of the LaPlatte River bridge. 

A crosswalk adjacent to the east side of the railroad track brings the path from the north 
side to the south side of Harbor Road. At this point, the shared alignment with the 
proposed Champlain Path ends. The path turns west on the south side of Harbor Road 
east of the railroad warning gate and crosses the railroad track. At a minimum, railroad 
crossing signs on each approach to the railroad crossing alert users to the intersection. 
Additional precautions, including the use of a pedestrian gate, may be considered. After 
the path crosses the railroad tracks at a 90 degree angle, it is aligned so that its outer edge 
is close to the southern edge of the Harbor Road right-of-way. The path maintains this 
alignment westward to the Community School. A green space of approximately four-feet 
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wide separates the path from the roadway curb. At the western end of the path, two 
fences and some of the vegetation behind them are removed to create enough room to add 
the path. In this location, the green space between the path and the curb is removed to 
minimize the amount of disturbance to the vegetation behind the fences. 

Harbor Road looking west from the railroad tracks. 

Along this stretch of the path, two fire 
hydrants are relocated closer to the curb. 
Several small street trees may also need 
to be relocated, when the exact location 
of the edge of the right-of-way is 
surveyed. Three utility poles on the 
south side of the street are also relocated. 
The path will also need to accommodate 
several manhole and water meter covers 
that are now in the sidewalk or the 
nearby grass. The path would end at 
the entrance sidewalk to the Shelburne 
Community School. 

A small connection would link the path 
to the intersection of Shelburne and Harbor Roads, approximately 400 feet to the west of 
where the path crosses Harbor Road. Crosswalks would be added or upgraded on all four 
approaches to this intersection. Close to the intersection, the existing head-in parking 
spaces on the south side of the road are converted to parallel parking to make room for 
the connection removing approximately one-half of the current spaces. West of this 
parking area, the connection path stays about four feet away from the curb, the same 
distance as the existing sidewalk. The additional width needed for the path is added on 
the south side, away from the curb. One shade tree may need to be removed to allow 
installation of the wider path. The crab apple trees between the current sidewalk and curb 
are replaced with larger shade trees, so that the lower limbs will not create hazards for the 
path users. The tree planting locations are coordinated with the power lines servicing the 
buildings on the south side of Harbor Road. As part of this work, the overhead wires are 
coordinated and combined as possible. 

The northern most portion of this alignment, between Hullcrest Park and the spur to 
Longmeadow Road, is a long term goal for the completion of this path. While they may 
not be realized in the near future, they have been included in this preferred alignment 
because they are important to the overall creation of a good bicycle and pedestrian 
network in the Town. To help connect the Hullcrest neighborhood with the Village in the 
short term, the preferred alignment also includes a connection between Hullcrest Park 
and Northside Drive, which would create a link to Route 7 and the sidewalks and bicycle 
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lanes to be constructed as part of the Route 7 reconstruction project. (This link IS 

described later as part of Alternative C.) 

Another future link, not recommended as part of this project, is possible to connect 
Pierson Drive, using the land to be donated to the Town as part of the Boulder Hill 
Subdivision. This would create a bicycle and pedestrian link between the Shelburne 
Heights neighborhood and the Village. Additionally, the northern end of the preferred 
alignment also recommends the use of an existing easement to connect the path with 
Westview Road and Spear Street. 

E. Viability 

Due to the reluctance of land owners to grant path easements, much of the northern end 
of the path may not be constructed for many years. It is important, however, to keep this 
recommended alignment as the officially planned route so that as opportunities arise, the 
Town has the alignment already identified as a future path. 

From the large Town parcel at the end of Long Meadow Road to the Village Center, 
construction of the path is highly feasible. Most of the cross country portions of the path 
will lie on land currently owned by the Town or land the Town will own in the near 
future. The section closest to Webster Road will be constructed as part of the Boulder 
Hill Subdivision. Along Webster Road itself, the path will come close to two historic 
houses. Other than this, there are currently no significant physical obstacles to the 
construction of the path. Most of the land owners along Webster Road appear to . be 
supportive of donating the easements needed for the portions of the path that will need to 
lie outside of the Webster Road right-of-way. 

The placement of the path in front of the Joshua Reed Homestead and Koch Residence, 
the historic houses, will bring the path very close to the front of the residence, even 
though the path itself will be narrowed to eight feet for 200 feet in front of the Reed 
House and for approximately 200 feet in front of the Koch property. In both cases, the 
path will be fully within the right-of-way. Alternative I explored a route that went behind 
the Joshua Reed Homestead; Alternative H incorporated an alignment north of the Koch 
residence, on the Farmstead open space. In both cases, however, the landowners did not 
fully support the alignments; therefore they are not considered feasible means of avoiding 
the alignment along Webster Road in front of the historic houses. The location of the 
path in front of the historic residences in the Webster Road right-of-way will modify the 
current setting of the historic structures and is not an ideal solution. If and when this 
project moves further towards completion, the relocation of the path in the rear of the 
Joshua Reed property or Koch property or on the adjacent Farmstead Homeowners 
Association behind the Koch property should be reexamined. 

WiIlmr Smith Associates 
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Several community members have expressed concern about the safety associated with the 
development adjacent to Webster Road and Harbor Road. Their concern is based, in part, 
on the fact that the Manual recommends avoiding the placement of shared use paths next 
to roadways. Of the reasons cited in the Manual, the most relevant is the potential 
conflicts created at roadway and driveway intersections. The section of this path adjacent 
to Webster Road will cross four roadways and four residential driveways; the section 
adjacent to Harbor Road crosses one roadway and six residential driveways. 

To address these concerns, the roadway crossings will be designated with crosswalks. 
Stop signs will be placed on the path at each public roadway intersection, and warning 
signs will be added on Webster Road in both directions near each roadway intersection. 
The residential driveways are not as much of a concern, because most of the traffic 
entering and exiting there is repeat traffic and the motorists are aware of the shared-use 
path crossing. The path will cross the residential driveways without the use of 
crosswalks. The shared use path could, however, have yield signs at some or all 
residential driveway crossings although such signs are not considered necessary in the 
Manual. The other reasons for avoiding shared use paths adjacent to roadways 
mentioned in the Manual do not apply to this particular path. Even so, extensive 
consideration will be given during the design phase of this project to identify additional 
improvements, such as grade separations or safety markers, which could further limit the 
conflicts between path users and vehicles on Webster Road. 

Another concern held by experienced bicyclists is a State law requiring all bicyclists to 
use the shared use path rather than the roadway when the path is adjacent to the roadway, 
as stated in 23VSA§1139 (c). If applicable to the CUlTent project, this requirement could 
create an unsafe situation, since bicyclists using the eastern portion of Webster Road or 
the western portion of Harbor Road would be required to cross the road to transition to or 
from the path. To alleviate this potential problem, the Town should consider whether 
it may be necessary to adopt a local ordinance which would permit bicyclists to operate 
on a town highway when there is an adjacent bicycle path. 

During the design phase of this project, the Webster Road wye that splits the road into 
New and Old Webster Road will be studied further to determine if another method 
besides the three way stop signs and crosswalks included in the prefelTed alternative 
would provide a better method of bringing the path across Webster Road. This includes 
the consideration of user activated pedestrian signals or other traffic calming measures. 

The crossing of the La Platte River can be accomplished with little difficulty due to the 
earlier negotiations with the State to leave the abutments for the old Shelburne Road 
bridge in place. This allows the easy installation of a new prefabricated or restored 
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historic path bridge on either the abutments or foundations placed further back from the 
riverbank. As part of the restoration of the riverbank after the temporary Route 7 bridge 
was removed, VTrans covered the abutments with soil so that a natural riverbank was 
created. To reuse the abutments, the construction process needs to re-expose them and 
re-stabilize the riverbank. The alternative to this is to use a slightly longer bridge and 
place it on foundation pads further from the riverbank, leaving the abutment buried and 
the restored riverbank undisturbed. The project team moving this project forward will 
need to look more closely at this issue to determine which options is most cost efficient 
for the Town. 

Taking the path under the Shelburne Road bridge solves the issue of crossing Shelburne 
Road. The need to install this portion of the path with retaining walls to minimize 
impacts to the wetlands at the bottom of the hill is one of the larger expenses of the entire 
path. It is also the aspect of the path that will require the most work to obtain permits. 
This alignment is important because it brings the path to the west side of Shelburne Road 
and then to the railroad right-of-way. 

The placement of the path along the railroad minimizes the impacts on historic resources 
associated with the alignment of the path along Shelburne Road in the Village, yet allows 
bicycle and pedestrian access to the Village Center as needed. Vegetation that has grown 
in recent years in the railroad right-of-way will need to be removed to allow construction 
of the path. 

The easement across the bank 
property will need to be negotiated 
and the alignment should be placed 
so that it does not minimize the 
remaining development potential on 
the property. The Town may need to 
guarantee to the landowner that the 
path would not count towards overall 
development coverage on the site. 
To reach the bank property, the path 
currently crosses two residential 
driveways on properties to the north 
of the bank property. If these 
properties are ever converted to 

A view under the Shelburne Road bridge over the commercial uses, it may be 
LaPlatte River beneficial to relocate the path to the 

rear of these properties to avoid 
conflicts between the path and vehicular movements on the commercial access drives. 
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This would involve relocating the connecting path section between Shelburne road and 
the railroad further along the northern side of the new commercial property. 

The development of the path along the railroad right-of-way will need to be negotiated 
with the State, the owner of the right-of-way, and the railroad, which leases it for 
operations. Both have verbally indicated preliminarily that the alignment could work. 
The path would need to move to the outer edge of the right-of-way near Harbor Road to 
pass around the switching equipment. (See the Champlain Path Feasibility Study (2003) 
for more information on this portion of the path.) 

The path on the south side of Harbor Road has no insurmountable difficulties associated 
with it. The most controversial work will most likely be the modification of the parking 
spaces close to Shelburne Road for the spur and the removal of the fences and vegetation 
on the properties close to the western end of the path. Adequate signage is also needed to 
minimize risks to path users conflicting with turning vehicles. 

Parking on Harbor Road 

F. Additional Recommendations 

To greatly expand the communities served by 
this path, the Town should consider adding 
wide paved shoulders or bike lanes on 
Webster Road east of the intersection with the 
Boulder Hill subdivision road and shared use 
path connecting to Webster Road. Bike route 
signs would direct bicyclist to and from the 
shared use path to the bicycle lanes. This 
connection would greatly expand the use of 
this path. 
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Proposed location of bicycle pedestrian bridge over the LaPlatte River 

II. CONCEPTUAL ALIGNMENT ANALYSIS DEVELOPMENT PROCESS 

To begin advanced analysis of the proposed path, the Town contracted with Wilbur Smith 
Associates to assist in the work, after a solicitation from qualified consultants. Wilbur 
Smith Associates (WSA) began the study by reviewing the previous work completed by 
Civil Engineering Associates of this project on behalf of the Town. In a subsequent 
meeting with the Town of Shelburne Neighborhood Paths Committee (the Committee), 
WSA presented a suggested Study Area for the project, which the Committee approved. 
Figure 1 outlines the limits of the initial Study Area. 

The Committee and WSA mailed introductory informational letters, prior to actual field 
reviews, to the many landowners whose properties could potentially be affected by the 
proposed path. After the Town mailed the letters, WSA reviewed the Study Area, 
examining environmental conditions, building locations, road conditions, and other 
factors that could affect the routing and success of a bicycle path or route through the 
Study Area. Figures 5-10 summarize the information. They also facilitated the first of 
two public work sessions for this project, at which they presented the existing conditions 
and the various routes that had already been considered and requested. WSA asked for 

Wilbur Smith Associa tes 
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input from the public on its existing condition information and about potential routes that 
audience thought should be considered. 

Using the information from the work sessions and their initial analysis, WSA developed 
numerous alternative routes for the path, which are described in detail in Section IV of 
this report. They did an initial analysis of the various alternatives, to provide a way of 
comparing the various routes against each other. The Committee provided input on and 
refinement of the various alternative routes, resulting in modifications to the alternatives. 
WSA presented the information at a second public work session, in order to gather 
comments on the alternatives and to development of a preferred alignment for the route. 

By the end of the work session, a clear preference for a particular combination of 
segments emerged. Following the meeting, WSA refined the sections of the preferred 
alignment, gathering additional details and checking clearances in the particularly tight 
locations. The Committee and WSA presented the preferred alignment and some of the 
details of its installation to the Selectboard for their review and acceptance. At a 
meeting in June, the Selectboard unanimously endorsed the alignment and asked the 
Neighborhood Path Committee to continue its work towards implementing the project. 

Looking north up Shelburne Road across the intersection of Shelburne Road and 
Harbor Road 
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Looking east on Webster Road adjacent to the farmstead open space; the crabapple trees in the open space 
are along the left side of the road. 

III. EXISTING CONDITIONS 

A. Transportation Facilities and Travel Paths 

1. Webster Road. Webster Road runs east west from Shelburne Road to Spear Street, 
north of the La Platter River. At its western end, it is split into "Old" and "New" Webster 
Road. "Old" Webster Road is one way east bound and runs from Shelburne Road, just 
north of the Shelburne Road bridge over the La Platte River, to the wye, where a STOP 
sign halts traffic. "New" Webster Road is two-way and heads north from the wye and 
also connects with Shelburne Road but further to the north. Traffic is free flowing in 
both directions around the curve connecting Webster Road to New Webster Road. The 
Annual Average Daily Traffic calculated by VTrans in 2001 for Webster Road was 2,700 
vehicles. 

Webster Road ranges in width from 22- to 26-feet wide as Figure 5 shows. Gravel 
shoulders vary in width from zero- to two-feet wide, with an additional grass shoulder of 
between two-feet and five-feet wide. The Webster road right-of-way is three rods wide 
(49.5 feet). Drainage ditches line portions of both sides of the road. The road is 
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generally tree lined, either with recently planted street trees (in the last ten or so years) or 
older native or naturalized trees. 

2. Shelburne Road. The Shelburne Road bridge over the La Platte River was recently 
improved and now contains two II-feet wide travel lanes, a six-foot wide shoulder on 
either side and a five-foot wide sidewalk on the east side. The shoulders and sidewalk 
also extend along the northside approach to bridge, which was improved at the same time 
as the bridge. The shoulders alone exist on the south side approach to the bridge. 

Looking north on Shelburne Road - LaPlatte River bridge 

Within the Village, Shelburne 
Road is approximately 28-feet 
wide, with zero- to one-foot wide 
paved shoulders. The gravel 
shoulders are about two-feet 
wide. The right-of-way for 
Shelburne Road through the 
Village is 100-feet wide. A new 
sidewalk follows the west side of 
the road, from the intersection 
with Harbor Road north to the 
last commercial building on the 
west side of the road in the 
Village. A drainage ditch lines 

the south side of the road. There 
are no apparent drainage 

structures on the north side of the road. Residents along the road have cited pervious 
drainage problems along the roadways. 

The road is lined on both sides with large, older shade trees, some healthy, some not. 
Historic structures line the south side of the street from the Harbor Road intersection to 
the northern edge of the Village near the La Platte River. Four adjacent historic 
structures also line the north side of the Shelburne Road, starting just north of the service 
station at the comer of Shelburne Road and Harbor Road. The last five structures closest 
to the River are not historic. 

North ofthe reworked approach to the new La Platte River bridge, Shelburne Road varies 
in width from 28 to 44. It has 12-foot wide travel lanes and shoulders of variable width, 
from one- to eight-feet wide. Work on widening Shelburne Road is anticipated to begin 
in the summer of 2003. The new plans call for a center median, six-foot wide bicycle 
lanes and sidewalks on both sides of the road. The improvements will extend in 
Shelburne from the South Burlington Town line to the intersection of New Webster 
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Road. This will leave a short section of road south of the N ew Webster Road intersection 
but north of the improved approach to the La Platte River Bridge with no sidewalk. 

3. Harbor Road. Harbor Road is 30-feet wide with curbs on both sides east of the 
railroad crossing. The curbing stops on the north side of the road at Blodgett Road west 
of the railroad crossing; the curbing extends to the Shelburne Community School on the 
south side of Harbor Road. A sidewalk lies on the south side of the road from Shelburne 
Road to the Community School. A sidewalk on the north side of the road extends from 
the intersection to just east ofthe railroad crossing. The right-of-way is 66-feet wide. 

Street trees line the south side of Harbor Road west of the railroad. East of the railroad, 
small crab apple trees line both sides of the road and are placed approximately two feet 
off the pavement edge. 

East of the railroad tracks, the road is lined on both sides by historic structures as 
identified in the Shelburne Historic Village National Register Nomination and subsequent 
historic sites and structures surveys for the Shelburne Village Historic Preservation and 
Design Review District. The exception of the service station at the corner with Shelburne 
Road and possibly one house near the northern edge on the historic district on the eastern 
side of Route 7. Most of the structures were originally residences but most have now 
been converted to business use. West of the railroad, single and multiple family homes 
line both sides of the road to Blodgett Road. Beyond this point, a continuous row of 
residential structures lines only the south side of the road to the Community School. The 
north side is open, with a band of trees and shrubs along the side of the road. 

Residences close to the Community School have front yard fences that protrude into the 
right-of-way. The sidewalk moves closer to the roadway around the fences, which are 
located approximately eight feet from the curb. 

4. Executive and Northside Drives. Located in an industrial park, Executive Drive is a 
30-foot wide, curbed roadway that runs east from a signalized intersection with 
Shelburne Road. A six-foot wide asphalt sidewalk lines its south side. Northside Drive 
runs north from Executive Drive approximately 330 feet east of Shelburne Road. It is 30-
feet wide, with curbs but without sidewalks. It ends in a cul-de-sac. 

5. Local Roads. Numerous local roads lie within the Study Area. They range in width 
from 21- to 24-feet wide, such as Pierson Road or other roads in this subdivision, to 26-
feet wide in the Stonegate subdivision, to 30-feet wide for the Hullcrest neighborhood. 
The right-of-way for these roads varies, but is usually between 50- and 60-feet wide. 

These local roads are paved, have no curbs, and are primarily lined with residences. 

\Vilbnr Smith Associates 
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6. Existing Easements. The Town of Shelburne owns several right-of-ways for future 
path development. Figure 9 shows the locations of these easements. In general, these 
easements are 20-feet wide, and currently undeveloped. 

B. Utilities 

1. Overhead Lines. Overhead utility poles line the north side of Webster Road, 
approximately 11 feet from the edge of the roadway pavement. They also line the west 
side of Shelburne Road in the Village. The poles there are typically about 10 feet from 
the edge of the Shelburne Road pavement. North of the intersection of New Webster 
Road and Shelburne Road, utility poles are situated on both sides of the street. A smaller 
set of overhead utility lines cross the La Platte River east of the Shelburne Road bridge 
and head south approximately 300 feet east of Shelburne Road, well behind the historic 
structures lining the roadway. Utility lines also line the north side of Harbor Road. 

2. Water. Water lines run along the north side of Webster Road from close to Stonegate 
Drive west to about Farmstead drive. At this point, the water line passes under the road 
and lies on the south side of the pavement to the wye. The main water line is located on 
the east side of Route 7 in the Village and the west side of the railroad line. The water 
main is located on the south side of the pavement on Harbor Road. The pipes are 
typically at least five-feet underground. 

3. Sewer. Sewer lines are located on the north side of Webster Road, on the west side of 
Route 7 within the Village, and on the north side of Harbor Road; in all cases the sewer 
lines are mostly in the right-of way. The Town has general maps of the location of the 
main; the specific locations will need to be determined by field inspection as this project 
moves forward. The lines are generally six feet or more underground. 

C. Natural Resources 

1. Topography. Figure 5 includes five-foot topographic lines depicting the topographic 
changes in the Study Area. In general, the Study Area is flat north to south along its 
western end. The only significant topographic change is the drop into the relatively 
narrow La Platte River valley. Further east a very shallow valley of only approximately 
ten feet follows the line of Munroe Brook. At the eastern end of the study area, the 
topography rises to a small ridge marking a former edge of Lake Champlain. The rise 
between the lower western portion of the Study Area and the higher eastern portion is 
most pronounced in the northern section of the Study Area. 
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2. Wetlands. Numerous small wetland areas lie within the study area east of Shelburne 
Road and north of Webster Road. A larger wetland system is also located within the 
floodplain of the La Platte River. Figure 7 shows the location of the wetlands found on 
State and federal maps. Additional wetlands have been identified on the Stonegate open 
space parcel which were delineated as part of the original work on this project. The 
figure also identifies this area of additional wetlands. 

2. Waterbodies. There are several smaller ponds within the study area, but no significant 
waterbodies. Lake Champlain lies to the west of the Study Area, and the watercourses 
within the Study Area flow into it. 

3. Watercourses. The La Platte River is the largest watercourse with the study area. It has 
a relatively wide flood plain and valley associated with it. It flows generally from 
southeast to northwest through the Study Area south of Webster Road. It crosses under 
Shelburne Road just to the south ofthe intersection of Old Webster Road with Shelburne 
Road. Figure 7 shows the location of the watercourse. 

Munroe Brook is the second largest watercourse in the Study Area; it flows north, under 
Webster Road approximately half way between Shelburne Road and Spear Street. It then 
flows north northwest and crosses under Shelburne Road just south of the Bay 
Road/Executive Drive intersection. A tributary of Munroe Brook flows east from this 
road crossing and has created a ravine that lies to the north of Morse Drive. A second 
intermittent tributary heads north and then east close to this same confluence. It crosses 
the Town's path easement on the properties at the end of Northside Drive in the business 
park and then crosses the east side of Hullcrest Park. It has also created a small ravine, 
which lies between Woodbine and Birch Roads. 

4. Floodplains. Each of the named water courses and waterbodies in the Study Area has 
an associated lOO-year floodplain, as shown on the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency Flood Maps. Figure 8 highlights the extent of the mapped 100-year floodplains 
in the Study Area. The elevation of the 100-year floodplain where it crosses under 
Shelburne Road is indicated as 102 feet above sea level. The recent calculations 
completed as part of the reconstruction of the Shelburne Road bridge place the 100-year 
flood plain at 103.5 feet above seal level. The higher elevation is considered the more 
accurate level and is used as the height of the 100-year flood plain of the La Platte River 
at Shelburne Road for this project. 

The Munroe Brook 100-year floodplain ends just north of Webster Road. South of 
Webster Road, the floodplain for less than the 100 year flood, as noted by topography in 
the field, is approximately 300-feet wide but narrowing where it is crossed by Webster 
Road. 
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5. Flora. The flora in the Study Area is a mix of natural and naturalized or planted 
vegetation. The most natural areas of vegetation are found along the La Platte River and 
Munroe Brook, as well as along the north south line of steep grades between the upper 
and lower portions of the study area. No protected or vanishing vegetative ecological 
systems are noted by the State or WSA in the Study Area. 

6. Fauna. The Study Area contains the usual collection of suburban/rural Vermont fauna, 
including deer, smaller mammals, turkeys, song birds, hawks, owls, ducks, geese, coyote, 
fox, frogs, toads and snakes. The minimal extent of the forests within the Study Area 
makes it unlikely that any animal species that require large undisturbed tracts of forest 
land habitat are found within the Study Area. 

7. Endangered Species. While several locations of endangered species habitats are 
located in the wetland and floodplains just outside of the Study Area, the State non-game 
and Heritage Program has no listings of endangered species within the Study Area. 
Figure 5 shows the generalized location of the nearby endangered species habitats. 

D. Cultural Resources 

1. Historic. The Study Area contains the Shelburne Village Historic District which 
includes much of the Village Center, as shown on Figure 10. At least nine additional 
properties in the Study Area have been surveyed and deemed eligible for the State 
Register. More details on the historic resources are included in Appendix B. 

2. Archeological. Several locations in the Study Area appear to be sensitive for 
archeological resources. In particular, as Figure 10 shows, archeologically sensitive 
areas include: 

• The stream and wetland areas at the southern end of Hullcrest Park and on the 
adjacent industrial parcel; 

• The eastern sloping portion of the Farrell property; 
• The northern, sloping portion of the land to be deeded to the Town as part of the 

Boulder Hill subdivision; 
• The land on the Turianski property; 
• The Farmstead open space; 
• The land surrounding historic properties. 
• The land close to the LaPlatte River; 
• The open lawn north of the Charter One Bank; and 
• The western portion of the lots on the east side of the railroad track in the Village. 

More details on the archeological resources are included in Appendix B. 
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3. Cultural Landscapes. No important cultural landscapes, other than the Historic 
Village, exist in the Study Area. Cultural values associated with the historic village have 
been documented in materials such as the National Register Nominations for Shelburne 
Village. 

4. Open Space and Public Lands. Hullcrest Park was developed with the help of Section 
6f Land and Water Conservation Funds. This park is currently being considered as a 
possible location for a stormwater facility. The Town also owns other parcels within the 
Study Area that are currently undeveloped. Figure 9 shows the location of the Town
owned public land. 

There are numerous privately owned permanent open spaces within the Study Area. 
These are associated with the different subdivisions located within the Study Area that 
own their own open and/or recreation land. Figure 10 also shows the location of the 
known private open space within the Study Area. 

5. Agricultural Lands. There is only one parcel along Shelburne Road with agricultural 
land in active use within the Study Area, and it is being used to graze cattle. There are 
several other larger parcels along the east side of Shelburne Road that were formerly in 
agricultural use but are currently open. Lands contained in Boulder Hill subdivision also 
have seen agricultural use, historically. 

E. Hazardous Waste 

According to the January 2003 edition of the Vermont Active Hazardous Sites list, there 
are six hazardous waste sites in or near the Study Area, as listed below and shown on 
Figure 10. 

• The Spillanes Service Center property's level of contaminants is declining and is 
in a state of natural attenuation. This parcel lies on the corner of Route 7 and 
Harbor Road. 

• The Shelburne Town Garage has had soil contamination. They have stockpiled 
soils free of evidence of VOCs which were spread 3/2000. This site will be 
eligible for SMAC once the soil has been spread. This land is located on Harbor 
Road. 

• The Kwiniaska Golf Club had 3 Underground Storage Tanks (UST)s removed in 
January of 1998. Groundwater monitoring occurs semi-annually. This property 
is located north of Webster Road on both sides of Spear Street. 

• The 216 Webster Road property contains contamination that is likely a 
combination of a former abandoned UST, plus historical uses of the property as a 
garage and repair shop. Quarterly groundwater samples are taken periodically to 
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monitor this site. This property is located just north of the southern intersection 
between Route 7 and Webster Avenue. 

• The Noble House had a UST leak which was remediated. The monitoring for this 
site is ongoing. The parcel is located on 24 Harbor Road. 

None of these potential contaminations appear to be close to the surface or to present a 
problem to the development of this path. 

F. Local Plans. The Town of Shelburne Town Plan contains numerous objectiyes, 
proposals, and strategies that are relevant to the implementation of this project. In 
particular, the Town Plan says: 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

All development in the Village shall be compatible with the existing setting and 
historic structures located there. (Historic and Cultural Resources Objective 4, 
page 17) 
The Town should include in its capital budget and program the capital 
improvements outline in the Shelburne Village Plan, such as sidewalks, lighting 
fixtures, and loop road installation. (Historic and Cultural Resources Proposal and 
Strategy 4, page 18) 
Ensure that improvements to Route 7 in the Village are compatible with the visual 
and functional scale of the area. (Historic and Cultural Resources Proposal and 
Strategy 8, page 18) 
A network of trails shall be developed throughout the town which will link 
neighborhoods, parks, natural areas, Lake Champlain, the village services d the 
regional greenway. (Parks and Recreation Objective 7 Page 29) 
Implement the specific trail segments as defined on the Shelburne Trail Plan. 
(Roads Proposals and Strategies Page 37) 
Paths as a transportation alternative in future roadway planning and bike use as an 
alternative to vehicular transportation shall be encouraged. (Pedestrian and 
Bicycle Paths Objective 1, Page 38) 
The development of paths that connect residential areas to activity areas such as 
the village, areas of work, schools, and community and recreation facilities shall 
be encouraged. (Pedestrian and Bicycle Paths, Objective #2) 
Utilize the path plan developed by the Neighborhood Paths Committee as a basis 
for the determination of the location and implementation of a path network. 
(Pedestrian and Bicycle Paths Proposal and Strategy 1 Page 39) 

G. Regional Plans. The Chittenden County Metropolitan Planning Organization 
(CCMPO) is currently studying the feasibility of creating a shared use path along the 
Vermont Railroad Right-of-Way. This proposed path, currently titled The Champlain 
Path, could cross the alignment of the Longmeadow-Webster Road path where the 
Vermont Railroad Right-of-Way crosses Harbor Road. 
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The MPO is also finalizing work on an update of the Chittenden County Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Plan. This plan includes a path in the recommended, county-wide network of 
off-road facilities from the Hullcrest neighborhood to Shelburne Road and the Champlain 
Path in the approximate location of the proposed Longmeadow-Webster Road Path route. 
The regional plan also recommends the Champlain Path along the Vermont Railroad line. 
Elsewhere in Shelburne, on road facilities are shown along Shelburne Road, Dorset Street 
and Spear Street in the Study Area. 

H. State Plans. 1998 VTrans Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan includes several objectives 
and directives that directly support the completion of this path, including: 

• The State should work with regional planning entities to develop a 
coordinated, statewide system for bicycle and pedestrian travel. 

• Reinforce bicycle and pedestrian needs in downtown and village centers. 
• Multi-use paths should link community facilities and natural features, 

offer recreation and improve mobility and access for bicyclists and 
pedestrians. 
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The location of the proposed crossing of the LaPlatte River and the adjacent Shelburne Road bridge 

IV. PROPOSED ALTERNATIVES 

A. Introduction 

Due to the numerous individual alternate components that were considered for the 
potential path alignment, WSA divided the Study Area into three sections: 

Section 1: 
Section 2: 

Section 3: 

South Burlington-Shelburne line to the La Platte River bridge 
The Le Platte River bridge to the Harbor Road/Shelburne Road 
Intersection; and 
Harbor Road/Shelburne Road Intersection to the Shelburne 
Community School. 

Even within sections, there may be various combinations of different alignments that are 
possible, especially in Section 1. The following pages present the alternatives for each 
section. The alternatives were presented this way to the Committee and the public so that 
they could easily assemble a final recommendation from the various alternatives, if 
desired. Figure 12 shows the location of each of the alternatives described below. 
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In addition to these alternatives, Alternative A: No Action is also a possibility. This 
alternative would leave things the way they are now. 

B. Alternatives by Section 

1. Section 1 

a. Alternative B: Preliminary Recommended Alignment - Alternative B is the alignment 
that was recommended at the end of the preliminary work completed on this proposed 
path. Starting at the north end, the path begins at Pinehurst Drive on the west side of 
Hullcrest Park. From the Park to the Longmeadow subdivision, the path follows the 
alignment, as previously studied, through the Farrell property, across the Town land to 
the eastern end of the Longmeadow subdivision. A spur connects to Longmeadow Road 

Webster Road looking west towards the 
Munroe Brook Crossing 

via the trail easement already held by the 
Town across the lots at the eastern end of 
the road. 

South of the spur intersection, the path leads 
into the open space land being conveyed to 
the Town as part of the Boulder Hill 
subdivision. As the path passes through this 
open space, it begins to climb up the slope, 
which is more gradual in this portion of the 
Study Area. At the southern end of the open 
space, the path connects with a path along 
the west side of the proposed Boulder Hill 
subdivision road. This portion of the path is 
to be constructed by the developer of the 

subdivision. This path intersects with Webster Road, at which point the path turns west 
along the north side of Webster Road. The first property west of the Boulder Hill 
subdivision on Webster Road contains the Joshua Reed Homestead, a historic property. 
The path, even when in the road right-of-way, still passes close to the historic house. The 
installation of the path requires the removal of some of the vegetation in front of the 
House. The path is only eight-feet wide for the 200 feet that it passes in front of the 
historic house. New curbing lines Webster Road for this 200-foot section. 
West of the Joshua Reed Homestead property, the path runs along the edge of the 
roadway, about eight feet away from the roadway, unless existing conditions force it 
closer or further away from the road. In these cases, the path ranges from three to sixteen 
feet away from the pavement edge. Since the right-of-way is generally about twelve feet 
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off the edge of pavement, much of this proposed path runs on easements from the 
adjacent property owners. 

The path moves away from the roadway at the Bissonette property on the eastern side of 
the Munroe Brook floodplain, as it moves around an existing sewer pump station. There 
is insufficient room for the path to run between the pump station and the road. In this 
area, the path is placed as tight as possible against the pump station, to limit the need to 
fill into the adjacent wetland. A new pedestrian bridge would carry the path across 
Munroe Brook. Figures 4 and 14 show a detail ofthis situation. 

As the path reaches the western edge of the Munroe Brook floodplain and moves back 
towards higher ground, it will require the relocation of three utility poles parallel to the 
roadway. The shifting of spans between poles could require the use of one additional 
pole. The three existing poles are located adjacent to large trees on the landowners' 
property along the right-of-way and the landowners are not willing to allow the path to 
shift north onto their property to go around the poles. Such a shift would require 
removing the large trees. Moving the poles to a place where there are no adjacent trees 
would allow the path to move around the poles without the removal of trees. The 
landowners are willing to grant easements for the path on their property in these alternate, 
treeless locations. Figure 4 also shows a detail of this situation. 

The path is kept to eight-feet wide for approximately 425 feet along this portion of 
Webster to minimize impacts to wetlands or historic structures. It also comes within four 
feet of the edge of the roadway pavement, to avoid impacting trees at the edge of the 
right-of-way in front of the historic house. The Manual indicates that a minimum of five 
feet should be provided between a sidepath and an uncurbed section of road. 
Consequently, curbing will line much of this portion of Webster Road. The length of 
curbing is not more than 425 feet, and the current pitch of the road appears to be 
significant enough that stormdrains will not be necessary. Special vegetated stabilization 
and protection for a swale between the road and the path at the eastern end of the curbing 
will keep the concentrated storm drainage from creating erosion problems. 

To minimize its impact on the residents and path users, the landowners are also 
considering shifting their driveway to access Farmstead Drive. 

The path moves across the Farmstead open space, running on the east side of a row of 
crab apple trees outside of the Webster Road right-of-way. The path narrows and again 
moves to within four feet of the roadway pavement in front of the historic Koch 
residence. New curbing lines the side of Webster Road where the path is less than five 
feet from the pavement. The slope of the road again appears to eliminate the need for 
stormdrains in the curbed section of road. 
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Just to the east of the Gardenside Lane intersection, the path crosses Webster Road via a 
crosswalk and runs parallel to Webster Road on its south side to the split between Old 
and New Webster Road. From here, the path moves down the south side of Old Webster 
Road. A barrier separates the shared use path from the travel lane, which will be 
narrowed to approximately 15-feet wide, still wide enough for the one way traffic and 
emergency vehicles. Figure 15 provides a typical cross section for this portion of the 
road. 

At the bottom of the hill on Old Webster Road, the path turns south, using the existing 
paved approach to the river. A new bridge spans the La Platte River. The bridge is 
placed on the existing abutments that were left in place when the old bridge was 
removed. The bridge can be a new prefabricated bridge or a reused historic bridge, if one 
is available that fits the needs of this particular crossing. 

b. Alternative C: Shelburne Road Bicycle Lanes - This Alternative uses the bicycle lanes 
to be constructed as part of the Shelburne Road upgrade as the primary means of reaching 
the Village center. The alternative would also start in Hullcrest Park but connects to the 
adjacent parcel from the southwestern corner of the park. From here, the path travels 
along the eastern end of the upland portion of the industrial parcel to reach the cul-de-sac 
end of Northside Drive. 

New striping that creates four-foot shoulders on Northside and Executive Drives, and a 
sidewalk on the west and north sides of the roads bring the path to the signalized 
intersection with Shelburne Road. Crosswalks connect to the proposed sidewalks and 
bicycle lanes on Shelburne Road, which lead south towards the Village center as well as 
north, towards South Burlington. Crosswalks connect the two sides of the road at several 
more signalized intersections. The bicycle lanes and sidewalks continue southward to the 
intersection with New Webster road and beyond to cross the new La Platte River bridge. 
Only a single sidewalk continues on the east side of the road south of the intersection 
with New Webster Road. It is newly constructed from the Webster Road intersection to 
the northern end of the existing sidewalk on the east side of Shelburne Road which 
extends to the southern end of the bridge. 

c. Alternative D: The East Side Route - Starting at the north end, this alignment begins at 
Pinehurst Drive on the north side of Hullcrest Park. The path travels along the west and 
south sides of the Park to connect with an existing trail easement held by the Town on the 
eastern edge of two parcels in the industrial park. These easements lead to the large 
Farrell parcel, over which the path runs adjacent to the western and southern edges of the 
Hullcrest subdivision. At the northeast corner of the Farrell parcel, the path connects to 
another Town held path easement that leads to the cul-de-sac end of Westview Drive. 
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The path then turns south and cuts between two parcels in the Westview subdivision. It 
continues south, bisecting the adjacent Farrington parcel. At the southern edge of this 
parcel, the path moves across a new prefabricated bridge over the ravine of one of the 
Munroe Brook intermittent tributaries. At the southern end of the bridge, the path travels 
a short distance to the cul-de-sac of Ravine Court. 

At this point, bicycles travel on-road following bicycle route signs on Ravine Court, 
Morse Drive and Pierson Drive through this subdivision. The roads are widened by two 
to four feet to create a suitable width for a bicycle route. At the southern end of Pierson 
Drive, a shared use path heads south to the land being conveyed to the Town as open 
space at the completion of the Boulder Hill subdivision. The path moves gradually down 
hill through this land to connect with the end of the shared use path to be constructed as 
part of the Boulder Hill subdivision. This path will connect with Webster Road. 

d. Alternative E: Dolan Property Alignment - This alternative provides another means of 
connecting Hullcrest Park and the Town Property near the end of Longmeadow Road. 
The alternative would also start in Hullcrest Park but connects to the adjacent parcel from 
the southwestern corner of the park. From here, the path travels along the eastern end of 
the upland portion of the industrial parcel to reach the cul-de-sac at the end of Northside 
Drive. Striping that creates four-foot wide shoulders and a sidewalk on the west side on a 
portion of Northside Drive bring the path to the intersection with Executive Drive. 
Crosswalks carry the lanes across Executive Drive. From this point, a shared use path 
heads south along the eastern edge of the Cheng parcel and along the northern and 
eastern edge of the Dolan Properties parcel to the Town property. This alignment follows 
that of Alternative B for the rest of the distance south to the LaPlatte River bridge. 

e. Alternative F: Webster Road Bicycle Lanes - Alternative D adds five-foot wide bicycle 
lanes to each side of Webster Road, from Spear Street to the split into New and Old 
Webster Road. Figure 13 shows a cross section of Webster Road with the new bicycle 
lanes. As part of the addition of the bicycle lanes, the motor vehicle travel lanes are 
reduced to 10-feet wide for a total paved width of30 feet. Grass shoulders a minimum of 
two-feet wide could also be included along the entire length of the roadway. The lanes 
are wider than the four-foot wide lanes allowed by the Manual to address one of the 
purposes ofthe project, which is to provide facilities primarily for children and families. 

The addition of bicycle lanes results in a widening of the pavement by a minimum of four 
feet and up to eight feet depending on the specific width of the road and shoulder at any 
one point. The widening is split between both sides of the road. The widening can 
generally be accommodated within the existing road bed between the current ditches. It 
will, however, create smaller grass shoulders at the edges of the roadway. In order to 
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maintain two- to three-feet wide grass shoulders, in addition to the widened pavement, 
the ditches would have to be moved further away from the center line of the road. 

At the split into New and Old Webster Road, new STOP signs will be added to Webster 
Road and New Webster Road so that all approaches to the intersection will stop. A 
crosswalk connects the two bike lanes at the intersection and brings them to a shared use 
path that heads down the south side of Old Webster Road. The shared use path will be 
situated on a portion of the existing pavement. A barrier separates the shared use path 
from the vehicle travel lane, which will be narrowed to approximately I5-feet wide, still 
wide enough to carry one way traffic and emergency vehicles. 

Similar to Alternative B, at the bottom of the hill on Old Webster Road, the path turns 
south, using the existing paved approach to the River. A new bridge long enough to 
avoid disturbances to the banks spans the La Platte River. It will be placed on foundation 
pads rather than using the existing abutments left in place when the old bridge was 
removed. The new bridge can be prefabricated or a reused historic bridge, if one is 
available that fits the needs of this particular crossing. Alternately, the existing 
abutments can be uncovered and re-used. This option allows for a straighter, shorter 
bridge, but requires more protection of the River from siltation and other potential 
contaminants. 

f. Alternative G: Farmstead to Deer Run Connection - An existing path currently 
connects the northern end of Farmstead Drive to Quail Way. This path could be 
incorporated into a larger route that connects the eastern end of Longmeadow Drive to 
Deer Run Drive and then to Quail Way and the across the path to Farmstead Drive and 
out to Webster Road. The roadways may be widened slightly to allow for easier use of 
the roadway by motor vehicles and bicyclist together. 

g. Alternative H: Farmstead Open Space Bypass - In order to eliminate the impacts of 
the path being placed in front of the historic house on the Koch property, this short 
alternative uses the Farmstead open space to create a by pass around this house and the 
adjacent house to the west. With this alternative, the path moves far away from the 
Webster Road right-of way west of Farmstead Drive to head through the Farmstead 
subdivision open space to the north side of the historic house. The path creates a large arc 
through the Farmstead open space, coming back to the Webster Road right-of-way 
approximately 300 feet east of the intersection with Gardenside Lane. This alignment 
does not have the support of the Farmstead Homeowners Association and is not possible 
to implement without their approval. 

h. Alternative I: Joshua Reed Homestead Property Bypass - To avoid impacting the 
historic Joshua Reed Homestead, this short alternate alignment routes a shared use path 
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around the northern and western sides of the Joshua Reed Homestead property. It would 
connect the path within the Boulder Hill subdivision with Webster Road, placing the path 
to the north and west of the historic Joshua Reed house. This alternative would eliminate 
the impacts associated with the placement of the path in front of the historic house, close 
to Webster Road without significant impacts on the remainder of the property. The 
location of the path at the outer edge of the property would allow adequate buffers 
between the path and the existing house as well as potential future development on the 
property. 

2. Section 2. 

a. Alternative J: Shelburne Road East Side Shared Use Path - Alternative J is the 
previously recommended route, which brings a shared use path along the east side of 
Route 7 from the LaPlatte Rive to the intersection with Harbor Road. The first portion of 
the path uses the existing paved spur leading away from the River from the proposed 
crossing area. This short paved path is extended southward and upward toward the edge 
of Shelburne Road. Retaining walls keep the fill needed to install the path from 
extending down the slope and filling the wetland areas at the bottom. 

At the top of the slope, the path heads south, between the existing street trees and the 
edge of the roadway pavement, within the Route 7 right-of-way. The surface material 
changes at the top of the hill to crushed slate, to be more in character with the historic 
village. The width is also reduced to eight feet, to help preserve the trees as well as to fit 
the historic village setting. 

The installation of this path requires covering the existing drainage ditch; stormwater 
drainage is handled by a new buried storm drainage system. The new system is similar to 
that installed on the east side of Shelburne Road along the Parade Ground as part of the 
recent sidewalk construction. No curbs are along Shelburne Road. 

In front of the Shelburne Inn, the path is located on the west side of the small wall in 
front of the main Inn building. At the intersection of Falls Road, crosswalks bring path 
users across the road to the Green in front of the Shelburne Craft School Gallery on the 
Green building or across Shelburne Road to the service station corner. Another cross 
walk brings the path across the south Shelburne Road approach to the intersection, or 
across Harbor Road. Each crosswalk offers a pedestrian activated pedestrian phase in the 
traffic signal. 

b. Alternative K: Village East Side - This alternative brings a shared use path along the 
east side of Shelburne Road from the south side of the new La Platte River bridge to the 
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top of the La Platte River valley and then routes the path around the east side of the 
historic village. 

The first portion of the path uses the existing paved spur leading away from the River 
from the proposed crossing area. This short paved path is extended southward and 
upward toward the edge of Shelburne Road. Retaining walls keep the fill needed to 
install the path from extending down the slope and filling the wetland areas at the bottom. 
As the path reaches to top of the slope and enters the historic village area, it turns to the 
east and continues to follow the top of slope around and behind the houses and backyards 
of the village to the northern edge of the mobile home parcel. At a location to be 
determined with the land owner as part of the redevelopment of this propeliy, the path 
crosses the mobile home park property. On the south side of the parcel, the path wraps 
around a low wetland area associated with the La Platte River floodplain. The path then 
heads west close to Shelburnewood Drive to reach the intersection of Shelburne Road 
and Falls Road. A spur also heads south to connect the Shelburne Plaza with the path. 

Crosswalks across all four approaches to the Shelburne Road-Harbor Road intersection 
are served by pedestrian activated pedestrian signals. 

c. Alternative L: Shelburne Road West Side Shared Use Path - Alternative L starts at the 
southern end of the new bicycle/pedestrian bridge across the La Platte River. The path, at 
only eight-feet wide, immediately turns to the west and passes under the Shelburne Road 
bridge. A retaining wall keeps the fill needed to keep the path elevated above the flood 
plain from extending down the slope under the bridge to the River's edge and filling the 
floodplain. The narrower cross section of the path is needed to minimize the fill into the 
floodplain or wetland areas at the base of the slope. A minimum clearance of nine feet to 
the bottom of the I-beams supporting the bridge is provided. On the west side of 
Shelburne Road, the path turns south and heads up the slope. Retaining walls keep the fill 
needed to install the path along the side of the road from extending down the slope and 
filling the wetland areas at the bottom. 

At the top of the hill, the path continues south to the intersection with Harbor Road. The 
path is still only eight-feet wide to minimize tree disturbance and to be more in character 
with the historic village character. For these same reasons, when the path levels at the 
top of the slope, the material changes to grey stone dust. The path is located just to the 
west of the existing utility poles in the location of the existing sidewalk. The path lies 
totally within the existing Shelburne Road right-of-way. To install this alternative, 
several existing signs for the business along Shelburne Road are moved further away 
from the road. In order to preserve the large silver maple tree just north of the service 
station, the path may be installed as an on-grade board walk for a short section adjacent 
to the tree. This helps minimize impacts to the roots of the tree. 
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In front of the service station, the path fills the space between the street curb and the 
planter on the west side of the existing sidewalk. Two crosswalks bring users across 
Harbor Road and across the Shelburne Road southern approach to the intersection. Both 
crosswalks have a pedestrian activated pedestrian phase on the intersection signal. 

d. Alternative M· Village Rail-with-Trail- As part of the Champlain Path analysis work, 
Alta Planning + Design examined the feasibility of placing a shared use path along the 
east side of the Vermont Railroad within the railroad right-of-way owned by the State of 
Vermont. Their conclusion was that the construction of a path in this area is possible 
from Harbor Road to the beginning ofthe La Platte Valley. 

Alternative M would begin at the south end of the new shared use path bridge across the 
La Platte River and then head under the Shelburne Road bridge and up then south on the 
west side of Route 7, similar to Alternative L. After passing in front of the two residential 
units on Shelburne Road, the path would head west in the open field just to the north of 
the Charter One Bank on the so-called Marble Bank Property. At the west end of the 
property, the path would tum south within the railroad right-of-way and follow the 
alignment examined as part of the Champlain Path to Harbor Road. 

3. Section 3 

a. Alternative N: Bicycle Lanes on Harbor Road - Alternative N creates five-foot wide 
bicycle lanes on Harbor Road within the limits of the existing curbs. On the eastern end, 
the bicycle lanes begin at the intersection of Harbor Road and Shelburne Road. The lanes 
are created by the re-striping of the roadway to create the bicycle lanes on the outer edges 
of the roadway and two 10-feet wide vehicular travel lanes in the center of the road. The 
existing sidewalk on the south side of the roadway would serve pedestrians. 

No other changes are made to the Harbor Road corridor. 

An unsignalized crosswalk brings users across Harbor Road to the Shelburne Community 
School. 

b. Alternative 0: Harbor Road South Shared Use Path - This altemative creates a shared 
use path along the south side of Harbor Road between Shelbume Road and the Shelbume 
Community School within the existing right-of-way. Starting at the eastem end, the 
existing head-in parking is converted to parallel parking. The path, at 12-feet wide, lies 
between the parking and the brick building at the comer. At the westem end of the brick 
building, the path narrows to ten feet and moves closer to the roadway, situated 
approximately four feet away from the edge of the curb. 
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Harbor Road crosses the railroad at a right angle, so no special realignment of the 
adjacent path is necessary. There is special consideration of the paving material in the 
vicinity of the railroad crossing. After crossing the railroad, the path maintains 
approximately a two-foot separation from curb. An existing fire hydrant is moved further 
from the road to accommodate the path. 

Closer to the School, the path moves adjacent to the curb so that the existing fences and 
vegetation that extend into the Harbor Road right-of-way is maintained. At the school, 
the path turns into the grounds after crossing the main entrance drive. 

c. Alternative P: Harbor Road North Shared Use Path - This alternative creates a shared 
use path along the north side of Harbor Road between Shelburne Road and the Shelburne 
Community School within the existing right-of-way. Beginning at the Harbor 
Road/Shelburne Road intersection and heading west, the path runs adjacent to the Harbor 
Road curb on the north side from the intersection to the railroad crossing. The existing 
crab trees along the road are removed to make room for the path. In order to provide a 
small buffer between the edge of the path and the porches of the existing structures, the 
path is limited to eight-feet wide. Utility poles are moved further away from the 
roadways, and in some instances, carry lines close to the structures. 

The road crosses the railroad at a right angle, so no special realignment of the path is 
necessary, but there is special consideration of the paving material in the vicinity of the 
railroad crossing. After crossing the railroad, the path maintains approximately a two
foot separation from curb. 

After Blodgett Road, the path passes through the edges of an open parceL The 
construction of the path requires the removal of approximately 20 trees larger than six 
inches in diameter and numerous smaller trees and shrubs. The path may also touch on 
the edges of a small Class 3 wetland area. 

When the path is across from the Shelburne Community School, an unsignalized 
crosswalk brings the path across Harbor Road to the school grounds. 

d. Alternative Q: South Side Route - At the public work session for this project, an 
attendee suggested creating a Village by-pass for bicyclists and pedestrians. The path, 
starting at the east side, would begin at the northern end of the Shelburne Shopping Park, 
and emerge on Falls Road near the shopping center entrance road. The path would cross 
Falls road and cross the Parade. From the southwest comer of the parade, the path would 
cross Shelburne Road and head along the south side of the municipal center after which if 
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would make its way west and north to the entrance to the railroad parking area on Harbor 
Road. 

e. Alternative R: North Side Route - There has been suggestions for some time that the 
most desirable route for school children would continue the path west once it crossed 
under the Route 7 bridge, so that it then crossed under the railroad bridge and curved to 
the south across the Blodgett property towards Harbor Road. This path could present an 
attractive, safe route for school children heading towards the school. The path, however, 
would need to cross the wetlands on the south side of the river, either by boardwalk or 
other means that does not separate the wetland from the river, or create a barrier for 
floodwaters. It would need to come close to the river as it passed under the railroad 
bridge and then cross additional wetlands prior to emerging on the higher grounds of the 
Blodgett property. A spur would take users east towards the Village Center along Harbor 
Road. 

Looking north along the west side of Shelburne Road towards the LaPlatte River bridge. The alignment 
of Alternative L lies on the left side of the railing. 

Wilbur Smith Associates 
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Existing pavement landing towards the location of the proposed path bridge over the LaPlatte River. 

V.ANALYSIS 

A. Overview 

As part of the analysis of the alternatives, WSA, the Committee and the community 
examined a wide range of factors, including suitability for the intended users, potential 
positive and negative environmental impacts, required permits, and contributions to the 
character ofthe historic Village. Table 1 summarizes the results ofthis analysis. 

Based on a review of the alternatives analysis and the ways in which each of the various 
alternatives addressed the purpose and need for this project, the consultants, with public 
input, generated the recommended alignment for the path. The recommended link 
combines one or more of the best alternatives from each section to create viable 
connection between the northern neighborhoods and the Village Center. 
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Several findings lead to the selection of this recommended alignment. One consistent 
finding for each section was that the Alternative A, No Action, did not meet the Purpose 
and Need Statement and was not acceptable. 

Section 1 

Alternative C is going to be developed as part of the Shelburne Road improvements 
whether it is determined to be the most appropriate route for this project or not. There is 
significant concern on the part of the community on the suitability of the Shelburne Road 
bicycle lanes for children. It is felt that these bicycle lanes will be suitable only for adults 
and/or advanced bicyclists. Encouraging children to use the sidewalk for bicycle use is 
also not seen as an acceptable alternative because of the special hazards due to turning 
vehicles this would create. Alternative C is not considered further for these reasons. 

A significant problem with Alternative B is the unwillingness of the owners of the Farrell 
property to consider granting an easement to the Town at this point in time. The Town is 
not interested in obtaining the easement by eminent domain. This makes the realization 
of the northern portion of this alternative unlikely in the near future. . 

The southern section of the overland portion of Alternative B, which crosses Town 
owned land or will be constructed as part of an upcoming subdivision is very viable. 

Three issues caused concern about the Webster Road portion of Alternative B: 

• The number of driveways that needed to be crossed 
• The possible impact to three historic homes, and 
• The crossing of Webster Road at an unsignalized crosswalk. 

Alternatives H and I help to minimize concerns for the first two issues by removing the 
impacts to two historic homes and removing the crossings oftheir driveways. Alternative 
H also removes the crossing of an additional driveway, leaving only two driveways and 
three roadways to be crossed. These alternatives are not currently realistic, due to the 
reluctance of the property owners involved to grant easements or right-of-ways for such 
alignments. 

The shifting of the Webster Road crossing to the wye in the roadway along with the 
creation of a three way STOP sign intersection, taken from Alternative F, can help 
address the third concern. This does not create a signalized intersection but it does place 
the crosswalk at an intersection at which all vehicles are required to stop. The sight 
distances from the three approaches to this intersection are also acceptable and create a 
suitable crossing location. The crosswalk proposed at the intersection with Gardenside 
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Lane intersection would remain to connect the Gardenside neighborhood to the path. 
With these modifications, the Webster Road portion of Alternative B appears quite 
viable. 

Alternatives D and E, considered as possible ways around the Farrell property, have 
problems of their own. Alternative D, even if an alternate entrance along the east side of 
the Hullcrest neighborhood could be located to avoid the need to cross the Farrell 
property, still needs to cross several other private properties. Additionally, a significant 
new bridge must be constructed across the ravine near the n0l1h end of Ravine Court. 
The current widths of the roads in the Shelburne Heights neighborhood are also not 
suitable for creating acceptable shared lanes on roadways. Several feet of additional 
roadway width are needed to make the roads suitable for designation as portions of a 
bicycle route. 

Alternative E also involves the use of an easement on private land, and the land owner of 
the largest parcel is also not interested in granting a path easement at the present time. 

The community has ambivalence to the creation of bicycle lanes on Webster Road, 
included in Alternative F. They question the suitability of the proposed bicycle lanes for 
children, especially in light of the number of automobiles and trucks traveling on Webster 
Road. However, the smaller disturbance area of Alternative F, combined with the 
elimination of driveway and roadway crossings appeals to others of the community. 
Overall, there is more generally acceptance of the shared use path rather than the bicycle 
lanes as the most appropriate facility type for children and families. 

Despite the inability to complete its entire length, Alternative B, with the relocation of the 
crosswalk on Webster Road to the three-way stop at the wye, is considered the most 
appropriate alignment for Section 1. 

Section 2 

Alternative J was included as pa:t1 of the original consideration for this project in previous 
work. Three significant issues are associated with its implementation: 

• The crossing of numerous driveways; 
• The potential impacts on the historic structures along the east side of Shelburne 

Road, and 
• The consequences as well as the cost associated with the replacement of the 

drainage ditch with a buried storm sewer line. 
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The driveway crossings can be addressed by vertical signs, but this does not completely 
solve the problem. The impacts on historic structures can be minimized by the 
preservation of the existing street trees, the narrowing of the path to eight feet and the use 
of appropriate path surface material. There is no easy way to minimize the cost of the 
drainage system, especially if it is to work effectively and help solve the existing 
drainage problems that have been reported by residents along the road. 

The first two issues associated with Alternative J are also associated with Alternative L. 
There is one less driveway on the west side of Shelburne Road in the Village, but it is 110t 
a significant difference. This concern must still be addressed by suitable signs on the 
road and on the path. 

The larger difference is that there are less historic structures on the west side of 
Shelburne Road (six non historic to five historic). The five historic structures are 
generally further away from the road than those on the east side. The impacts of the path 
on the historic character of the Village of a path on the west side of the road could be 
slightly less than those on the east side. There still could be some impact from a path on 
either side. 

Alternative K removes the path from the middle of the historic center of the Village, by 
routing around the eastern side of the center. This eliminates much of the impacts to the 
historic character of the Village Center. It also greatly reduces the number of driveways 
that must be crossed. It requires path easements from two property owners, one of whom 
has indicated a willingness to discuss granting an easement for the location of a path 
across his property. The route west along Shelburnewood Drive to Shelburne Road could 
be problematic. It is already developed with several buildings and finding an acceptable 
route other than using the very narrow roadway, could be difficult. 

This alternative has greater impacts on wetlands in the Village center. It also creates a 
longer path that lengthens the time needed to get to the Village and beyond to the school. 
The overall uncertainty of the actual route on the southern section, combined with the 
additional length reduces the overall desirability of this alternative as the prime route for 
this movement. 

Alternative Q continues to bring the path on a route that is away from the desired 
destinations of Village Center and School. This route could be very important to the 
overall system of pedestrian and bicycle facilities in Shelburne and should be considered 
in the future as another important link in the overall system. Alternative R has a 
significant drawback in the amount of wetland disturbance required for its 
implementation. The additional time and cost needed to implement it made it second 
choice to the preferred route. 
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Overall, Alternative M, taking the path to the west of the Village along the eastern side of 
the railroad right-of-way, is the most appropriate for section 2. It eliminates the problem 
of crossing driveways in the Village and minimizes impacts to the historic district. It also 
avoids the alignment uncertainty and potential wetland impacts of Alternative K. This 
portion of the path could also be developed in conjunction with the Champlain Path (rail 
trail), if it moves ahead. 

Section 3 

In Section 3, the shared use path on the south side of Harbor Road, Alternative 0, has the 
most community support. It is a viable option, but the number of driveway crossings is 
once more a concern. Adequate signage on both the roadway and the path is required. 
There will also be some impact to the existing crab apple trees east of the railroad for the 
spur east to the Village Center; these will need to be replaced with adequately sized trees 
to minimize the loss to Village character. Alternative 0 eliminates the need for the un
signalized crosswalk on Harbor Road in front of the School. 

Alternative P, the shared use path on the north side of the roadway eliminates most of the 
green space in front of the buildings east of the railroad. It also has significant impacts 
on the vegetation along the road. These combined reasons support its elimination from 
further consideration. 

The bicycle lanes on Harbor Road, Alternative N, eliminate the potentially dangerous 
driveway crossings, but the community questions their suitability for children. 

Given the overwhelming community support for Alternative 0, it is considered to be 
most appropriate for Section 3, but that Alternative N is quite viable ifthere are problems 
implementing Alternative 0. This would require an overall widening of the roadway, but 
the added protection for the riders in the bicycle lanes would justify the widening. 

Figure 3 shows the complete preferred alignment. Overall, the preferred alignment starts 
at the north end with Alternative B, with the crossing of Webster Road moved to the 
intersection of New and Old Webster Roads. South of the La Platte River bridge, 
alternative L leads to the intersection of Shelburne Road and Harbor Road, from which 
alternative 0 takes the path to the Shelburne Community School. 

Until such time as the northern connection to the Hullcrest neighborhood can be made, 
the portion of Alternative B that connects Hullcrest Park with Northside Drive should be 
pursued, as well as the addition of sidewalks along at least one side of Northside Drive. 

Page 37 



Longmeadow - Webster Road Bicycle/Pedestrian Path Feasibility Study 
Shelburne, Vermont 

B. Potential Impacts of the Preferred Alternative 

1. Property Acquisition 

No entire properties will need to be acquired to implement this alignment. 

2. Rights-of-Way 

Excluding the need to secure a pathway easement across the Farrell property, the 
additional property easements that are needed to implement the preferred alignment are 
along the seven properties facing Webster Road, on the Marble Bank property and in the 
railroad right-of-way. Both construction and permanent easements are needed from 
almost every property owner along the north side of Webster Road, because the path 
continually moves outside of the right-of-way. As part of the previous work on this 
project, several of the land owners indicated their willingness to work with the Town to 
establish the easements to allow the construction of the path. It appears that most of the 
landowners are still willing to work with the Town. 

Both Construction and permanent easements are needed from the owner of the Marble 
Bank property to connect the path along Shelburne Road to the path in the railroad right
of-way. The railroad right-of-way appears to be wide enough to accommodate the path 
within its boundaries. 

Temporary construction easements may be needed from adjacent landowners along the 
south side of Harbor Road to allow temporary disturbances to construct the shared use 
path on the south side of the road. 

3. Utilities 

One hydrant on the north side of Webster Road and two hydrants on the south side of 
Harbor Road will need to be relocated. The path will also lie over the water or sewer line 
at various locations along its route. This should not present a problem, but special care 
will need to be taken during construction to not disturb these underground utilities lines. 

Three utility poles along Webster Road will need to be relocated, and an additional pole 
may need to be added. The alignment of the overhead line will remain as it is currently. 
Two additional poles will also be relocated on the north side of Shelburne Road between 
the River and the bank property, where the path turns to the west. 
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4. Natural Resources 

Wetlands - The construction of the shared use path will necessitate the filling of 
approximately 200 SF wetlands adjacent to Munroe Brook, where the path runs along the 
north side of the road. To minimize the need for fill, the path is nanowed to eight-feet 
wide in this section and a 12-foot wide pedestrian bridge crosses the Brook itself. Figure 
4 shows the location of this filling. The path is nanowed for approximately 425 feet to 
minimize impacts to the wetland and the historic property to the west of the wetland. No 
other impacts to wetlands are anticipated due to the implementation of this path, unless 
small unidentified wetland on the Town property become evident during more detailed 
planning and design work for this project. 

Waterbodies - No imparts to waterbodies should accompany the construction of the 
prefened alignment. 

Watercourses - This preferred alignment crosses two named watercourses. Crossing 
Munroe Brook is accomplished by the installation of a new prefabricated bridge. 
Another new bridge, to be located in the position of the previous Shelburne Road bridge, 
will cany the path across the La Platte River. No negative impacts to either watercourse 
are anticipated due to the construction of these crossings. 

Floodplains - The prefened alignment should have minimal, if any, impacts on the La 
Platte floodplain. The lowest section of the bridge's support beams is 112.5 feet above 
sea level and rises to approximately 113 feet above sea level at the where there is 
approximately ten feet between the existing grade and the bottoms of the beams, 
representing the upper limits of the 100-year flood at 103.5. It may be necessary to cut 
into the fill slope and place a retaining wall on the uphill side, but the current information 
supports the feasibility of placing the path under the bridge, above the flood plain but low 
enough to provide adequate clearance under the bridge. 

Flora - The cross country sections of the preferred alignment will require the clearing of 
a band of vegetation approximately 20-feet wide. The exact location of the path can be 
set to minimize impacts on larger, mature or other important trees or vegetation in this 
area. The clearing may be wider in some locations where cutting or filling is necessary to 
maintain proper gradients for the path. Along the sides of Webster, Harbor, and 
Shelburne Roads, the proposed alignment should result in the removal of few, if any, 
large shade trees along the roadways. It will require the removal of several smaller crab 
apple trees along Harbor Road. Vegetation along the eastern edge of the railroad right
of-way will be removed. New trees and shrub plantings can be installed on the adjacent 
properties if needed to separate them from the path and the railroad. Several trees and 
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shrubs will be removed near the western end of the park on Harbor Road where the fence 
and vegetation extends into the right-of-way. 

Fauna - There may be impacts on some ofthe forest dwelling fauna as the path is placed 
in the undeveloped parcels. The impacts are not expected to be significant, because the 
forests are not significantly old or well-established. 

Endangered Species - The prefelTed alignment should have no impacts on rare, 
threatened or endangered fauna species. 

5. Cultural Resources 

Historic - The prefelTed alignment or spur run on the same side of the street next to the 
property line of nine historic properties. Of these, five are listed as contributing 
properties to the Shelburne Village Historic District (HD #s: 55, 56, 57, 58, & 68); and 
four have been surveyed as eligible for listing on the State Register of Historic Places 
(HD&SS #s: 27, 24, 53, & 106). In addition, the path will be across the street, river, or 
railroad tracks and in sight of three contributing historic properties in the historic district 
(HD #s: 59, 62, & 67); and five properties that have been surveyed as eligible for the 
State Register (HD&SS #s: 21, 23, 25, 54, & 70). 

In most instances, because the path is limited to a simple asphalt or gravel lane without 
curbing or railings, it should have no effect on the historic character of the properties it 
passes. In only one instance does the path have the potential to visually affect a historic 
property by threatening the large shade trees and smaller shrubbery that line the road in 
front ofthe house. This is HD&SS #106, a well-preserved c. 1835 Cape at the comer of 
Webster Road and Farmstead Drive. The property would lose some of its integrity of 
setting if too much large vegetation were lost in front of it. The current proposal, which 
shifts the utility pole locations so as to preserve much of the vegetation along the road 
frontage, moves the path within four feet of the edge of the road, and nalTOWS the path to 
eight feet, would preserve most of this vegetation. 

In one other instance, where the path turns north off Webster Road, it could have an 
impacts on the Joshua Read Homestead (HD&SS #25), a well-preserved c.1785 cottage 
that is credited with being the earliest house in Shelburne. It is currently sUlTounded by 
large trees especially on the west, the side the path would be on. The path in the CUlTent 
alignment would require the removal of portions of the present vegetative buffer, creating 
an adverse effect to the historic character of the property. The impacts will be minimized 
by nalTowing the path and keeping it close to the road and level with the lawn. New 
plantings and a fence in scale with the nalTower lawn area will also help mitigate the 
adverse effect. 
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As the path continues along Webster Road, it is either across the street or fairly distant 
from most of the roadside historic properties with the exception of a historic property 
(HD&SS #0414-107) that is very close to the road. The proposed path will pass in front 
ofthis house within the right-of-way and will require the removal of a single spruce tree 
in front of the house. The alignment would also create an adverse effect to the historic 
character of the property. In addition to narrowing the path and keeping it close to the 
road, the impacts will again be minimized by keeping the path level with the lawn and 
providing new plantings or fencing in scale with the narrower lawn area. 

Within the Village Historic District, the path either passes behind contributing and non
contributing properties along the railroad tracks or will be constructed in the location of 
an existing paved pathway along Harbor Road. 

Archeological - In locations of archeological sensitivity, the shared use path can be 
constructed by adding filter fabric to the surface and minimally disturbing the soil 
underneath it. For the immediate project, this includes portions of the path on the future 
Town land in the Boulder Hill subdivision, the bypass around the historic houses on 
Webster Road, the lawn area in front of the historic Koch house, the open space north of 
Charter One Bank and the land along the railroad. If construction activity will need to 
disturb the soil, further archeological testing may need to be complete in the sensitive 
area to determine more if archeological resources are present. In areas where construction 
activities will definitely need to disturb native soil, testing should be completed to 
determine the presence of archeological resources. This includes areas close to the La 
Platte River where retaining walls may need to be constructed to limit the amount of fill 
into the wetland and floodplain. If archeological resources are found, the best method of 
preserving or studying the resources can then be determined. 

Cultural Landscapes - No significant impacts to important cultural landscapes are 
anticipated. 

Public Lands - Hullcrest Park is the recipient of Section 6F land and Water Conservation 
funds and the use of the park for a portion of the shared use path must be found to be in 
accordance with the overall recreational use of the park land. This has been 
accomplished in the past by discussing the recreational aspects of the shared use path and 
its benefits to the neighborhood. For this project, in which family and children are 
identified as the most frequent users, the recreational aspects of this path are obvious and 
the 6F limitation should not present a problem. The path will use several other Town 
parcels, but there are no use restrictions associated with them that could make the 
creation of a path a problem. 

Agricultural Lands - The proposed alignment will not affect the agricultural land in the 
study area. 
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6. Hazardous Waste 

The preferred alignment should not encounter hazardous waste sites, based on the current 
information available from the State. Only one of the identified hazardous waste sites 
lies near the alignment of the proposed path, at the service station on the comer of 
Shelburne and Harbor Roads. This problem is identified as a leaking underground 
storage tank, which typically does not create problems within one to two feet of the 
ground surface. If construction is kept to within 18 inches of the surface, there should be 
no impact on contaminated soils. 

7. Local Plans 

The preferred alignment of the Longmeadow-Webster Road path is in conformance with 
local Shelburne plans and policies. 

8. Regional Plans 

The preferred alignment helps complete one of the links of the regional plan. 

9. State Plans 

The proposed alignment of the Longmeadow-Webster Road path is in conformance with 
State plans. 
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Webster Road looking east close to Munroe Brook 

VI. PRELIMINARY ESTIMATES OF PROBABLE CONSTRUCTION COSTS 

The initial estimate of probable constmction costs, based only on the schematic plans 
presented in this Report, indicate that it may cost approximately $3,290,000 to design and 
constmct the preferred alignment, excluding right-of-way acquisition costs. Table 2 
provides the basis for this estimate. The table reorganizes the three sections used in the 
original alternative analysis into six logical segments. It presents a separate preliminary 
estimate of probable constmction costs for each of the six segments. The preferred 
alignment was divided this way to allow for possible phased constmction of the path. 
Each of the six segments would create a usable trail by itself, if constmction of the entire 
path could not occur at one time. 

VII. SCHEDULE 

Because the northern portion of this path may not be developed for several years, this 
path should be considered in segments. The breakdown used to develop the preliminary 
estimate of probable constmction costs is also appropriate for phasing considerations. 
Several years will typically be needed to bring each section to construction. It may be 
appropriate to treat several of the sections as a unit until the completion of design 
documents, after which constmction could be undertaken separately if needed. 

Table 3 provides a guide to the work actions needed to bring this project to completion 
following this scenario. 
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This letter report documents the results of the Preliminary Archeological and Architectural 
Resource Assessment study for the proposed construction of a bicycle/pedestrian path in the Town 
of Shelburne, Chittenden County, Vermont (Fig. 1). This assessment is conducted under the 
guidelines of Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, Vermont's Historic Preservation 
Act and Act 250. The study follows the VTrans guidelines and is designed to provide a 
"conservative" estimate of archeological sensitivity and the effects of the project on historic 
properties. 

Setting 

The project is proposed to connect several housing developments northeast ofthe village of 
Shelburne with the village area (Fig. 2). Some parts of the project are being planned for the current 
project and other sections are at more preliminary stages of planning. The sections for the current 
preferred alternative include (1) a small section at the north end of the project area connecting a 
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large residential development to the Shelburne Business Park (approx. 366 meters (1200 ft)) and (2) 
a much longer section connecting the Longmeadow Road development to Webster Road (approx. 
969 meters (3180 ft)), a path along the north side of Webster Road to the abandoned bridge 
abutments on the old alignment of Route 7 (approx. 1536 meters (5040 ft)), across the old bridge 
abutments, under the Route 7 bridge to the west side of Route 7 and south on Route 7 to the north 
end of a small shopping center (approx. 329 meters (1080 ft)), turning west to the east side of the 
railroad tracks and down the tracks to Harbor Road (approx. 457 meters (1500 ft)) and along the 
south side of Harbor Road to the Shelburne Community School (approx. 512 meters (1680 ft)). Both 
of these sections combined are approximately 4169 meters (13,680 ft) in length. 

Although these are the sections currently planned for development, additional sections 
expected for future development will also be reviewed in this report (Fig. 2). These additional 
sections include a path extending from the intersection of Spear Street and Westview Drive, along an 
existing sidewalk on Westview Drive to a cuI de sac. The alignment proceeds west along the south 
and west sides of house lots to a playground and out to Town Highway (TH) 35 in a large 
development to the north (approx. 1097 meters (3600 ft)). At the south side of the playground this 
section connects with the first section described above as part of the near term project. Another 
section connects just west of the Westview Drive cuI de sac and extends south to the Longmeadow 
Road end of the near term section described above (approx. 805 meters (2640 ft)). A final future 
proj ect component is a short connection between the primary alignment near Longmeadow Road and 
TH 28 to the east (approx. 366 meters (1200 ft)). Combined these long term components constitute 
approximately 2268 meters (7440 ft). 

Soils of the project vicinity are quite complex, about 16 different soil associations are 
crossed by the alignment. However, these association can be grouped into three general types: 
glacial till exposed on the terrace faces in the northeast portion of the project area, glaciolacustrine 
and shoreline features (deltas, beaches, terraces) over most of the vicinity and alluvial in the 
bottomlands of the major water ways such as the LaPlatte River, the Munroe Brook and a small 
brook at the north end of the project area (Allen 1989). 

Bedrock geology in the project vicinity is oriented in north to south aligned bands dominated 
by dolomite and quartzite. Most of the western third of the project area is underlain by Monkton 
Quartzite. The Route 7 corridor is characterized by Winooski Dolomite. Further to the east are 
narrow bands of Danby and Potsdam formation (interbedded quartzite and dolomite), St. Catherine 
formation (slate and phyllitte with quartzite) with the Shelburne, Whitehall and Strites Pond 
formation (marble, limestone, dolomite) covering a broader area to the east. Interspersed in the 
eastern portion of the project area are smaller areas of the Cutting Dolomite (Doll et al. 1961). 
Although some of the quartzite in the vicinity may be suitable for stone tool manufacture in small 
quantities, overall the bedrock ofthe project vicinity is unlikely to have provided raw material for 
chipped stone tool manufacture. 

The surficial geology of the project vicinity is dominated by delta sand deposited into the 
Champlain Sea. These materials are spread across most of the length of Webster Road and the 
village center. To the east the alignment of the project extending north crosses onto an area of 
boulders in clay deposited by a combination of glacial drift and the Champlain Sea. To the east the 
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alignment extends up onto an area of marine beach gravel and glacial till deposited by the 
Champlain Sea and the glaciers (Stewart 1956-1966). 

Documentary Research 

Research conducted at the Vermont Division for Historic Preservation (VDHP) included: 
examination of the Vermont Archeological Inventory (VAl) for sites located in or adjacent to the 
project area; examination ofthe town files; examination ofthe National Register of Historic Places 
(NRHP) for archeological sites and historic structures located in or adjacent to the project area that 
are listed on, or proposed for listing on the National Register; reference to Burial Grounds of 
Vermont for the existence of any cemeteries in or adjacent to the project area; and completion of 
VDHP's "Environmental Predictive Model for Locating Archeological Sites" (see attached). For 
this pre contact site predictive model a rating of32 or higher is considered archeologically sensitive. 

The VDHP predictive model yielded a sensitivity rating of 52 for the project area (attached). 
This rating was based on proximity of portions of the project area to the several streams that cross 
the alignment in the northern end of the project area and the various glacial lake features that the 
alignment crosses. The glacial features in particular add to the potential for Paleo-Indian sites to be 
present. Disturbance along portions of the alignment were taken into account by reducing the score 
by 32 points. 

Previously Reported Sites 

A review of the VAl and the town files revealed one reported pre contact archeological site 
that appears to be directly adjacent to the project alignment. This site is VT-CH-328 and was 
identified during a Phase I survey for the Shelburne Business Park by the University of Vermont 
Consulting Archaeology Program in 1989. Other sites in similar settings have been found within a 
mile of the project alignment on small terraces and adjacent to streams flowing into Lake 
Champlain. These include VT-CH-13, VT-CH-22 and VT-CH-286 on Munroe Brook, VT-CH-14, 
VT-CH-322 and VT-CH-366 on the LaPlatte River, and VT-CH-635 along a small tributary ofthe 
LaPlatte River further to the south. In addition, VT -CH-850 a mill site is located on Munroe Brook 
slightly south of the east end of Webster Road. 

Historic Background 

Town histories, archeological reports, and 19th-century maps were consulted at the VDHP, 
the Vermont Historical Society, the Vermont State Library and the Shelburne Library for historical 
information on the project area. 

Despite the paucity of reported historic archeological sites, the Town of Shelburne has a long 
history of Euroamerican settlement. The town was first granted in 1763 by Gov. Benning 
Wentworth of New Hampshire to Jesse Hallock and 64 associates (Child 1883:254). The first 
settlement was on Lake Champlain in 1768 by John Pottier and Thomas Logan. Later settlement 
focused on Shelburne Falls, a mile southeast of the village. The falls provided excellent sites for 
mills. The railroad arrived in 1849 and provided the impetus for a shift of population to the village 
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location along the rail line. By 1880 the town had a population of 1 ,096. The primary pursuit in the 
town was agriculture. Sheep farming was a major activity during the first half of the 19th century 
with sheep outnumbering residents more than 16 to 1. In the latter half of the 19th century dairy 
farming and apple production became prominent. Other economic pursuits included logging with a 
few saw mills, grist mills, boat building and other concerns being established along the shore of 
Lake Champlain, the LaPlatte River and smaller streams (Rann 1886:681). 

There are six cemeteries in the Town of Shelburne, none located adjacent to the project 
alignment. The closest is the Spear Street Cemetery that is located slightly north of the intersection 
of Spear Street and TH 8 on the west side of Spear Street. The cemetery was first used in 1794 and 
continues in periodic use with over 300 burials (Hyde and Hyde 1991: 133). 

Historical Map Review 

Several historical maps dating from 1857 to 1948 were examined to determine the potential 
of the project area for containing historic archeological resources. The maps include the 1857 
Walling map (Fig. 3), the 1869 Beers (Fig. 4) map, and the 1906 and 1948 USGS quads. There are 
no Sanborn Insurance maps of the project area. Aside from the architectural importance of the 
standing structures along the project alignment the sites discussed below have the potential for 
buried archeological deposits associated with the standing structures or map documented structures. 

The 1857 Walling map of the project area shows several structures along the project 
alignment. Beginning at Spear Street, the house of J. S. Blin is located across from Barstow Road, 
directly north of the proposed path along Westview Drive. This house also appears on the Beers 
map of 1869 and is still standing as a State Registered structure (HS&SS #27). There are no 
structures shown on any of the historic maps on the project alignment from the Blin House to 
Webster Road. When the alignment reaches Webster Road it jogs behind and west of a house 
labeled M. Read on the 1857 and 1869 maps and still standing. It is the State Register Listed Joshua 
Read House (HS&SS#25), built c. 1785. Further to the west the alignment passes in front of a 
structure labeled H. Newell (1857)1 B. Gallagher (1869) that appears to be the former Silver Fox 
Farm built c. 1820 (HS&SS#24). Further west the maps get quite vague. The name ofD. P. Adams 
is shown on the 1857 map, but it is difficult to tell where the house was located. A label of Mrs. 
Kinney seems to indicate a house on the south side of the road on the 1869, but the state survey 
suggests that the small c. 1835 cape on the north side of the road labeled HS&SS# 107 was occupied 
by Mrs. Kinney. The path is proposed to pass north behind this structure since it is so close to the 
roadside. At the riverside both the 1857 and 1869 maps show a structure labeled J. Pippin, possibly 
in the location of HS&SS#53, the c. 1870 Clark House. Other structures in the village are not 
identified on the 1857 map. However, the detailed 1869 map of the village (Fig. 4) illustrates 
several structures adjacent to the railroad corridor that appear to be within or adjacent to the 
proposed path alignment. They include three linear structures, one of which is labeled a blacksmith 
shop. These structures do not appear to correspond to any standing structures that are part of the 
National Register listed (NR) Shelburne Village Historic District, although some existing NR 
structures may be in or near the same location. 
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One major change in the project area illustrated on the historical maps is the abandonment of 
a road that crossed from immediately north of the Spear Road Cemetery to intersect Route 7 about 
1000 ft (305 meters) north of Munroe Brook where it passes under Route 7. This road is shown on 
all the maps until the 1948 USGS quad when it is no longer present. No houses are illustrated along 
the road on any of the maps. Therefore, the historic archeological sensitivity is low. 

Historic Preservation Report (Lyssa Papazian, Architectural Historian) 

The Town of Shelburne developed in the late 18th and early half of the 19th century as a 
largely agricultural and rural area with a small village at Shelburne and a much larger and more 
developed village at Shelburne Falls where the water power supported local industry and a mill 
economy. When the railroad arrived in Shelburne Village in 1849, the center oftown began to shift 
there from Shelburne Falls and by the end of the 19th century considerable development had filled 
out the village with fine Victorian homes and the nearby Shelburne Farms in the 1880s. The 
railroad-based economy began to falter with the rise of the highway system in the 20th century, and 
so the village development stagnated by the 1920s leaving its 19th -century character intact and still 
quite apparent today. The rest oftown outside the villages remained largely agricultural and rural in 
character until very recently when the growth of the Burlington area to the north put development 
pressure on Shelburne for housing. The rural areas, such as along Webster and Spear Roads, have 
seen more and more planned residential developments, while Route 7 and newer bypass sections are 
increasingly developed with commercial properties. It is the increasingly busy roads in town that 
gave rise to the need for a separated bicycle and pedestrian path to connect some of the new 
residential developments with Shelburne Village and the Shelburne Community School. 

The Shelburne Village Historic District was listed on the National Register of Historic Places 
in 1990 and the town has been surveyed for historic sites several times starting with the first survey 
in 1977, and updates in 1998 and 2000. The preferred bicycle path alignment leads from residential 
developments in the area west of Route 7 and north of Webster Road, extends along the formerly 
rural Webster Road with several surveyed properties to Route 7 and into the Shelburne Village 
Historic District where it will continue along the railroad tracks and Harbor Road to the school. 

Historic Properties 

The specific historic properties in the vicinity of the preferred alignment are described below 
in their geographic order of appearance along the alignment starting from the northern end at Spear 
Road. The State Register properties outside the historic district and the Shelburne Village Historic 
District are identified on Figure 2. Letter designations of the structures coincide with Figure 2. 
Individual properties in the historic district are identified on Figure 5 with letter designations 
appearing on Figure 5. 

(NOTE: "HS&SS #" refers to the official State of Vermont Historic Sites and Structures Survey 
number and "HD #" refers to the property's reference number in the Shelburne Village Historic 
District National Register of Historic Places nomination form.) 
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A. '"Blinn's Folly" (HS&SS #0414-27 & #0414-27a) 
4510 Spear Street at intersection Barstow Rd. 

c. 1840 Greek Revival brick house with detached barn 

This imposing 2 12-stOry, gable front, side-hall plan brick house has a full pediment 
containing a semi-elliptical fanlight (Fig. 2 #A). It has a heavy molded cornice, simple marble or 
granite lintels, sills and door trim and a slate roof. Flanking the main block are two flat roofed, 2-
story wings in a classic Greek Revival fashion. The house sits quite close to Spear Road at the foot 
of Barstow Road and is surrounded by open fields and lawn as well as the large detached English 
style bam to the southwest of the house. 

The bam is entered on the Spear Street fayade through a huge central sliding door. It has a 
level below this entered from the other side down a slight slope. There are some small, scattered 
windows. Another small shed sits to the north of the bam. 

Both structures are built into the gentle slope leading up to Spear Road from the west. The 
setting is rural but increasingly less agricultural as houses and extensive lawns to the west, south, 
and north replace farm fields. Across Spear Road, there is still a hay field in production and further 
to the south this too gives way to a golf course. 

Effect: The proposed alignment would start at Spear Road and continue along West Mew Drive 
along the property's southern border. This is quite a distance from the house and bam and there is 
an existing asphalt path there now, The proposed bike path should have no adverse effect on the 
historic property. 

B. Joshua Read Homestead (HS&SS #0414-25) 
(no address) Webster Road 
c. 1785 frame, shingle, 3-bay cottage 

This simple, 112 story, gable roofed, cottage has a door centered in the three-bay eaves front 
fayade (Figs. 2 #B and 6). It has a single side chimney breaking the cornice on the west gable end. 
There are two windows flanking a central door on the eastern gable fayade with two windows across 
the second floor and a single small window in the attic. The roof and siding are wood shingle and 
there is a 20th -century small, one story attached garage at the northeast comer. 

This 18th-century house is taller than the typical Vermont Cape Cod type house of the period. 
According to the 1977 Historic Sites and Structures Survey "This house, the earliest in Shelburne, 
utilizes the 3-bay cottage type common to other early homes in the eastern section of Shelburne. It 
was the horne of early settler Joshua Read and stands on what became the principal highway from 
Shelburne Falls to Burlington. In this house in 1800, the Rev. Henry Ryan, a circuit riding 
Methodist Preacher from Vergennes, delivered the first sermon in Shelburne." 

Effect: The proposed alignment comes down from the north through field and woods and connects to 
Webster Road along the western property line of this house. At present, there are large shade trees 
screening the house from the road and sides, especially on the west. If the vegetation remains 

Hartgen Archeological Associates, Inc. August 2003 



Archeological and Architectural Assessment, Longmeadow/Webster Road Path, Shelburne 7 

intact, the path should have no adverse effect on the historic property. However, if some of the 
trees or shrubs are removed, the screening effect will have to be replaced. 

c. Thompson Residence (HS&SS #0414-24) 
(no address) Webster Road 
c. 1820 brick 3-bay cottage and detached garage 

This early, 1 Yz story brick example of one of Shelburne's 3-bay cottages was expanded with 
a frame wall dormer and bracketed I-story porch on the front and a stuccoed I-story rear wing with 
an unusual I-bay single story tower projecting from its roof (Fig. 2 #C). To the west of the house is 
a large, stucco and shingled garage with exposed rafter tails typical of early 20th -century design. 
Both buildings are set well back from the road and high up on a hill. 

Effect: The proposed alignment follows Webster Road in front of and on the same side as this 
property. Due to the distance and height of the buildings from the road, the path should have 
no adverse effect on the historic property. 

D. Townsend Residence (HS&SS #0414-106) 
679 Webster Road, (at intersection Farmstead Drive) 
c. 1835 frame 3-bay Cottage 

This early 1 Yz story frame example of one of Shelburne's 3-bay cottages is well preserved on 
the exterior (Figs. 2 #D and 7 and 8). The narrow front door is centered between two, widely spaced 
windows on the eaves-front fayade facing Webster Road. It has a one story, shed roofed addition on 
the east side, an asphalt shingle roof and a small nearly central chimney. Across the rear (north) 
facade is an addition forming an extended saltbox roofline. The house is set back somewhat from 
the road across a lawn that is bordered with large and small deciduous trees. 

Effect: The proposed alignment follows Webster Road in front of and on the same side as this 
property. There is potential for adverse effect to the property from loss of its vegetative screening 
and setting. If the path construction requires removal oftoo many large trees, the visual effect 
could be adverse. Proper screening will be required to minimize or eliminate the effect. 

E. William Harmon House (HS&SS #0414-23) 
Webster Road, (across from intersection Farmstead Drive) 
c.1857-1866 frame cottage with larger side-hall plan addition 

Farmer William Harmon established his farm c. 1857 with a small cottage to which he added 
the grander side-hall plan, gable-front house in the Greek Revival style in 1866 (Fig. 2 #E). The 
earlier section is quite plain and the Greek Revival section continues the plain window surrounds but 
has a fine recessed doorway with pilasters and sidelights under a prominent entablature. The 
protected farmyard to the southwest of the house is created by the arrangement of several barns and 
is entered through an unusual one story arch made by a frame false wall connecting one ofthe barns 
to the comer of the house. The setting of the house is largely woods behind and on both sides with 
some lawn in front. Across the street a new housing development and road have been built behind 
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its historic neighbor (HS&SS# 106). 

Effect: The proposed alignment follows Webster Road in front of the property but on the opposite 
side ofthe road. Due to the distance and buffer of the road, the path should have no adverse 
effect on the historic property. 

F. Koch Residence (HS&SS #0414-107) 
521 Webster Road, (across from intersection Acorn Lane) 
c. 1835 frame 3-bay cottage 

This early example of the Shelburne 3-bay cottage differs from the others on Webster Road 
in that it has paired windows flanking the central door rather than single windows (Fig. 2 #F). It is 
one bay deep with a rear shed addition and has plain board trim and corner boards. There is a 
detached c. 1900 carriage house to the northeast ofthe house. The immediate setting ofthe house is 
rural and largely open with a large tree buffer on the east but across the street is a recently 
constructed new road (Acorn Lane). 

Effect: The proposed alignment leaves Webster Road well to the east of the property and bypasses it 
by running well to the north (rear) of the property and re-joining Webster Road further to the west. 
Due to the alignment's full avoidance of the property, the path should have no effect on the 
historic property. However, there are concerns for archeological deposits. 

G. Gardenside Nursery (HS&SS #0414-22) 
424 Webster Road 
c. 1840-1920s frame side-hall plan farmhouse with 
barn and greenhouse complex 

Originally a dairy farm with a Greek Revival style, gable-front 2-story farmhouse, this 
property became a commercial nursery in 1925 when several additional sheds and greenhouses were 
added (Fig. 2 #G). The house has modest decorative details such as peaked window lintels and a 
door with sidelights under a simple projecting entablature as well as deeply overhanging eaves. The 
glass greenhouses were moved here from Shelburne Farms in the 1920s and the nursery has a log 
cabin as a retail shop. The complex of 7 structures is intact and heavily screened from Webster 
Road by means of trees and shrubbery. 

Effect: The proposed alignment does not approach this property at all. Due to the alignment's full 
avoidance of the property, the path should have no effect on the historic property. 

H. Smardon Residence (HS&SS #0414-21) 
286 Webster Road 
c. 1870 side-hall plan house 

This simple, 1 Yz -story, gable front house has both Greek Revival and early Queen Anne 
details including peaked window lintels, pilastered doorway, and a broad porch with turned posts 
(Fig. 2 #H). It has a high metal roof allowing for a row of small windows along the eaves side over 
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the porch roof. There is a detached, 20th-century, 2-car garage to the west ofthe house. The house 
is fairly close to Webster Road with lawn and some large trees around it. 

Effect: The proposed alignment follows Webster Road in front of the property but on the opposite 
side of the road. Due to the distance and buffer of the road, the path should have no adverse 
effect on the historic property. 

I. Martin House (HS&SS #0414-54) 
13 Webster Road, (intersection Old Route 7) 
c. 1890 frame tri-gable L-plan house 

This simple, vernacular 1 12 story house has plain trim and a side porch with a modem deck 
off the rear and a c. 1890 detached carriage house that was remodeled into a garage c. 1940 (Figs. 2 
#1 and 9). There is a large tree at the northeast comer of the house surrounded by lawn with smaller 
trees and shrubs. The house is separated from Webster Road by a short lawn. 

Effect: The proposed alignment follows Webster Road in front of and on the same side as this 
property. There is potential for adverse effect to the property from loss of some of its lawn. If the 
path construction requires removal of too much lawn and results in being fairly close to the 
house, the visual effect could be adverse. To minimize or eliminate the effect, the path 
(without any railings or curbings) should be placed as far into the present roadway as possible. 
Ifwidening is required, it should happen on the far side of the present roadway ifpossible and 
the lanes of travel shifted to the north to allow adequate space between the path and the 
historic house. 

J. Clark House (HS&SS #53) 
Webster Road, (Between Old Route 7 and modern Route 7, next to La Platte River) 
c. 1870 frame cottage 

This very small vernacular 3-bay cottage is not like the older, larger examples of the 
Shelburne 3-bay cottage found elsewhere on Webster Road (Figs. 2 #J and 10). It is much smaller 
and later and has utilitarian, irregular fenestration. There is a small shed addition on the rear and a 
detached modem shed nearby. The cottage has a centered door on the eaves side facing the road and 
is fairly close to the roadside. It is in poor condition and has lost some of its integrity. This small 
road spur (now a dead end) once led over a bridge across the La Platte River. The bridge is gone but 
the abutments are still extant and it has been bypassed and replaced with a large, modem concrete 
highway bridge carrying modem Route 7 across the river to the west of this location. 

Effect: The proposed alignment follows Webster Road in front of and on the same side as this 
property. There is potential for adverse effect to the property from loss of the house's present very 
small setback from the roadbed. If the path construction encroaches physically on the little 
space left between this house and the present roadbed, the visual effect could be adverse. To 
minimize or eliminate the effect, the path (without any railings or curbings) should be placed 
as far into the present roadway as possible to allow adequate space between the path and the 
historic house. 
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K. La Platte Railroad Bridge (HS&SS #70) 
Bridge Crossing the La Platte River, (West of modern Route 7 highway bridge over 
La Platte River) 
1902 Steel plate girder bridge 

This steel bridge spans the La Platte River at about 12 meters (40 ft) above the river and rests 
on bases faced with large stepped ashlar blocks that also support the steel members holding up the 
trestle (Fig. 2 #K). 

Effect: The proposed alignment follows the route of an earlier (now missing) bridge that is on the far 
side of the modem Route 7 highway bridge from this railroad bridge. Due to the alignment's full 
avoidance of the property, the path should have no effect on the historic property. 

L. Shelburne Village Historic District 

In general, the preferred alignment avoids the main sections of the Shelburne Village 
Historic District by being across the street from the district at the north end and by entering it along 
the railroad tracks which are behind several historic properties, many of which are non-contributing 
(Fig. 2 #L). When it does come out onto Harbor Road in the historic district, it follows an existing 
sidewalk so as not to make any major changes. Provided that the path has no railings or added 
curbing, is similar in scale and design to the existing Harbor Road sidewalk and that adequate 
vegetative screening is maintained between the rear lots of historic properties and the railroad 
tracks, there should be no adverse effect to the Shelburne Village Historic District. 

The proposed alignment of the path is adjacent to the following properties in the historic 
district: 

a) The Creamery (HD #77) 
2117 Shelburne Road 
c. 1920 Creamery, non-contributing due to alterations 

Proposed alignment follows the railroad tracks directly along the rear side of this property 
(Fig. 2 #a). (No Effect) 

b) B. Harris Maeck House (HD #76, 76a & 76b) 
2119 Shelburne Road 
1915 Dutch Colonial Revival house, c.1935 vegetable stand (non-contributing), and 
c. 1980 shed (non-contributing) 

Proposed alignment follows the railroad tracks well to the rear of this property (Fig. 2 #b). 
(No Adverse Effect) 

c) 2121 Shelburne Road (HD #75) 
c. 1965 house (non-contributing due to age) 
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Proposed alignment follows the railroad tracks well to the rear of this property (Fig. 2 #c). 
(No Effect) 

d) Pierson House (HD #74 & 74a) 
2123 Shelburne Road 
c. 1830/c.1885 Queen Anne House 

Proposed alignment follows the railroad tracks well to the rear (and out of sight) of this 
property (Fig. 2 #d). (No Adverse Effect) 

e) Duplex (HD #67) 
8 Railroad Lane 
c. 1905 frame vernacular duplex house 

Proposed alignment follows the railroad bed across the tracks from this property (Fig. 2 #e). 
There is some vegetative screening between the house and the track bed. (No Adverse Effect) 

f) Bowling Alley/Craft School (HD #68) 
5 Harbor Road 
c. 1849/c.1948/c.1962 complex of utilitarian one story buildings 

The complex includes tenant houses converted to bowling alley and more recently a craft 
school and other small modem buildings adjoining around a courtyard set well back from Harbor 
Road (Figs. 2 #f and 11 and 12). The rear sides of the long, early buildings are adjacent to the 
railroad bed and have overgrown vegetation screening them at present. 

Proposed alignment follows the railroad tracks along the side of the property fairly close to 
the rear wall of the long sheds. Vegetative or other form of screening should be maintained 
between path and historic buildings to avoid an adverse effect to the property's setting. 

g) Harness Shop/Shelburne Craft Center (HD #69) 
5 Harbor Road 
c. 1850 frame vernacular gable front harness shop 

The 1 Y2-story building has a one story addition projecting from the front with a shallow open 
porch across that (Fig. 2 #g). It is a long building and is exposed along its entire western fayade 
which faces the railroad tracks and the preferred alignment across the narrow entry yard leading 
back to the other craft center buildings (HD #68). The setting is already largely paved and 
somewhat urban/industrial in character immediately around the railroad tracks where the alignment 
will come out onto Harbor Road and cross the street. Due the existing character of the area the 
path, if designed very simply, should have no adverse effect on the district here. 

h) Feed Warehouse/Granary (HD #52) 
6-10 Harbor Road 
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c.1925/c.1985 frame feed warehouse (non-contributing due to alteration) 

Proposed alignment emerges from the railroad bed and crosses Harbor Road in front of this 
property (Fig. 2 #h). (No Effect) 

i) Duplex (HD #66) 
6 Railroad Lane 
c. 1905 frame vernacular duplex house (non-contributing due to alteration) 

Proposed alignment follows the railroad bed cross the tracks from this property (Fig. 2 #i). 
There is some vegetative screening between the house and the track bed. (No Effect) 

j) House (HD #65) 
4 Railroad Lane 
c. 1905 frame vernacular house 

Set back behind the properties along the railroad bed, this property is not visible in summer 
from the railroad bed and proposed alignment (Fig. 2 #j). (No Adverse Effect) 

k) GaragelResidence (HD #64) 
Railroad Lane area (rear of Parsonage #62) 
c. 1955/c.1980 garage converted to housing (non-contributing) 

Set back behind the properties along both Harbor Road and the railroad bed, this property is 
not visible from the proposed alignment (Fig. 2 #k). (No Effect) 

I) House (HD #63) 
2 Railroad Lane 
c. 1970 house (non-contributing due to age) 

Proposed alignment follows the railroad bed across the tracks from this property and then 
turns onto Harbor Road also across the street from this property along an existing paved path (Fig. 2 
#1). There is some vegetative screening between the house and the track bed and the side of the 
house facing Harbor road is set back behind vegetative screening and a picket fence. (No Effect) 

m) First Episcopal Parsonage (HD #62) 
7 Harbor Road 
1833 brick 2-story Federal Style house 

This 5-bay eaves front gable roofed house is an early and significant property in the historic 
district (Fig. 2 #m). The centered doorway is topped by a semi-circular fan light. The house is fairly 
close to the street. 

Effect: The proposed alignment follows Harbor Road in front of the property but on the opposite 
side of the road and along an existing paved pathway. Due to the distance, re-use of an existing 
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pathway, and buffer of the road, the path should have no adverse effect on the historic 
property. 

n) House (HD #55) 
16 Harbor Road 
c. 1890 Shingle Style cottage 

This 1 % story gable roofed square cottage was constructed along with two adjacent 
matching houses (HD #s 54 &53) as housing for workers of nearby Shelburne Farms (Fig. 2 #n). 
The houses are oriented east toward a private lane and are heavily screened from Harbor Road by 
trees and a large, dense shrub. 

Effect: The proposed alignment follows Harbor Road to the side of and on the same side as this 
property. Due to the distance of the alignment from the house and the heavy existing screening, 
the path should have no adverse effect on the historic property. 

0) Second Episcopal Parsonage (HD #56) 
18 Harbor Road 
c. 1885 frame, gable-front, side-hall plan house 

This large, 2 Yz-story Queen Anne house has a full pedimented gable with various shingle 
and clapboard decorative wall treatments within it (Figs. 2 #0 and 13). A gable roofed 2-story 
projecting pavilion adorns the west fac;:ade and there are typical porches, entry porticoes, and bay 
windows with brackets and other decorative trim work. It is very well preserved. The landscaped 
lawn in front and to the sides ofthe house has ornamental trees and shrubs with larger shade trees to 
the rear of the property. The house is fairly close to the road and has an existing paved sidewalk 
along its street frontage separated by a grass strip from the road. 

Effect: The proposed alignment follows Harbor Road in front of and on the same side as this 
property. Due to the re-use of an existing paved pathway and provided that the new path is of 
similar scale and appearance, the alignment should have no adverse effect on the historic 
property. 

p) House (HD #57) 
20 Harbor Road 
c. 1895 frame tri-gable-el house 

This tall, vernacular 1 Yz-story house has plain trim, a replaced modern door, and a simple 
three-sided original bay window (Fig. 2 #p). An enclosed sun porch has been added to the northeast 
front corner. The driveway and yard are not paved but rather grassy with decorative plantings, 
flowers, and shrubs. It is set back from Harbor road the same distance as its neighbor (HD #56) 
maintaining a typical historic village residential set back and spacing along the street. The paved 
sidewalk continues in front of this house as well. 
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Effect: The proposed alignment follows Harbor Road in front of and on the same side as this 
property. Due to the re-use of an existing paved pathway and provided that the new path is of 
similar scale and appearance, the alignment should have no adverse effect on the historic 
property 

q) House (HD #58) 
22 Harbor Road 
c. 1900 side-hall plan house 

This narrow, vernacular I 12-story house has a wrap around porch with Victorian details such 
as cut-out brackets and turned posts (Fig. 2 #q). The small front yard is very plain. Neighboring 
small non-historic houses to the west (outside the district) are very close. The house is a bit closer to 
the street than the historic houses to the east (HD #s 56 & 57). 

Effect: The proposed alignment follows Harbor Road in front of and on the same side as this 
property. Due to the re-use of an existing paved pathway and provided that the new path is of 
similar scale and appearance, the alignment should have no adverse effect on the historic 
property 

r) David Ross House (HD #59) 
15 Harbor Road 
c. 1845 frame, gable- front, side-hall plan house 

This broad 1 12-story house has many small later additions and is set fairly close to Harbor 
Road (Fig. 2 #r). A detached c. 1890 carriage bam is set back on the northeast side of the house and 
is now a garage. 

Effect: The proposed alignment follows Harbor Road in front of the property but on the opposite 
side of the road and along an existing paved pathway. Due to the distance, re-use of an existing 
pathway, and buffer of the road, the path should have no adverse effect on the historic 
property. 

s) House (HD #60) 
13 Harbor Road 
c. 1970 house (non-contributing) 

The proposed alignment follows Harbor Road in front of the property but on the opposite 
side of the road and along an existing paved pathway (Fig. 2 #s). (No Effect) 

Assessment of Effects on Historic Properties 

The preferred alignment is directly adjacent (i.e. running on the same side of the street or 
railroad tracks and next to the property line) to fourteen historic properties. Of these properties, 
eight are listed as contributing to the National Register listed Shelburne Village Historic District 

Hartgen Archeological Associates, Inc. August 2003 



Archeological and Architectural Assessment, Longmeadow/Webster Road Path, Shelburne 15 

(HD #s: 55, 56, 57, 58, 68, 69, 74, 76) and six have been surveyed as eligible for listing on the State 
Register of Historic Places (HS&SS #s: 24,25,27,53,54, & 106). In addition, the path will be in 
sight of (i.e. across the street, river, or railroad tracks from) four contributing historic properties in 
the historic district (HD #s: 59, 62, 65, & 67) and three properties that have been surveyed as 
eligible for the State Register (HS&SS #s: 21, 23, & 70). The path will avoid through a bypass two 
properties surveyed as historic on Webster Road (HS&SS #s 22 & 107). The path will also pass 
seven non-contributing buildings within the historic district (HD #s: 52, 60, 63, 64, 66, 75, & 77). 

In most instances, if the path is limited to a simple asphalt or gravel lane without 
curbing or railings, it should have either no effect or no adverse effect on the historic character 
of the properties it passes. (NOTE: Where the path passes non-contributing properties or is out of 
sight of or far enough away from historic properties, it will generally have no effect on historic 
properties. Where the path passes near a historic property but in a visually unobtrusive way, it will 
have no adverse effect on the historic property.) 

Specifically: 
The proposed alignment should have no effect on the following properties (Report 

reference/other reference): F/HS&SS #107; G/HS&SS #22; KlHS&SS #70; a/HD #77; c/HD #75; 
h/HD #52; i/HD #66; klHD #64; IIHD #63; & s/HD #60. 

The proposed alignment should have no adverse effect on the following properties (Report 
reference/other reference): AlHS&SS #; C/HS&SS #24; E/HS&SS #23; H/HS&SS #21; b/HD #76; 
d/HD #74; e/HD #67; j/HD #65; rnlHD #62; nlHD #55; & r/HD #59. 

The proposed alignment should have no adverse effect on conditions as detailed in the 
report above related to path design and/or visual buffers (Report reference/other reference): 
B/HS&SS #25; D/HS&SS #106; I/HS&SS #54; J/HS&SS #53; f/HD #68; g/HD #69; o/HD #56; 
p/HD #57; & q/HD #58. 

In the Shelburne Village Historic District, the path either passes behind contributing and non
contributing properties along the railroad tracks or will be constructed in the location of an existing 
paved pathway along Harbor Road. The effect on the historic properties along Harbor Road will 
depend upon the simplicity and scale of the path design as well as its placement along the existing 
path. Along Webster Road, it is either across the street or far enough away from most of the 
roadside historic properties and in one instance by-passes a historic property (HS&SS # 1 07) that is 
very close to the road by going along the rear of the property line. As the path continues along 
Route 7, the path will be in an area outside the historic district and near the La Platte River and will 
involve the reconstruction of a former bridge. 

In only one instance does the path have the potential to visually affect a historic property by 
threatening the large shade trees and smaller shrubbery that line the road in front of a house. This is 
HS&SS #106, a well-preserved c. 1835 Cape at the comer of Webster Road and Farmstead Drive. 
The property would lose some of its integrity of setting if too much large vegetation were lost in 
front of it. 

Hartgen Archeological Associates, Inc. August 2003 



Archeological and Architectural Assessment, Longmeadow/Webster Road Path, Shelburne 16 

In two other instances, it is difficult at the present level of plan detail to tell the effect it 
might have on the nearby historic properties. The first is where the path meets Webster road near 
HS&SS #25, the Joshua Read Homestead. This well-preserved c.1785 cottage is credited with being 
the earliest house in Shelburne. It is currently surrounded by large trees, especially on the west, the 
side the path would be on, and so is likely adequately screened. However, because of its age and 
significance, the path should avoid coming close enough to affect its present vegetative buffer. The 
second is west of where the path intersects Old Route 7 along the continuation of Webster Road near 
HS&SS#53, the Clark House and HS&SS #54, the Martin House. Particularly with the Martin 
House, the path's construction might encroach upon the property's yard. 

Archeological Site Visit 

The site visit to examine archeological potential consisted of walking along the approximate 
alignment from the east end of Westview Drive into the village (Fig. 2). Although none of the 
alignment was flagged, it was fairly closely followed and a general characterization of the alignment 
obtained. 

In general, the project area can be divided into two sections. One is the overland route from 
the large development and Westview Drive to the north that extends to Webster Road and the second 
is the alignment along Webster Road, through the village to the Shelburne Community School. 

The project alignment north of Webster Road is generally oriented along the face ofthe high 
glacial terrace where Spear Road is located. At the north it is at the top edge of the terrace and 
toward the south it is at the base of the terrace. 

At the north end the alignment is proposed to connect the Shelburne Business Park with the 
housing development immediately to the north. In this location the alignment parallels a small 
tributary of Munroe Brook. Site VT-CH-328, a pre contact site of unknown date, was identified in 
this location during the archeological survey for the Shelburne Business Park (Thomas et al. 1989). 
A sewer manhole was identified in the vicinity of the alignment along the stream, suggesting 
substantial disturbance for at least part of that sensitive area. The alignment crosses the stream and a 
terrace on the east side that is sensitive for precontact occupation (Fig. 14). It extends up a slope 
that is disturbed in parts by erosion from informal bicycle paths to connect with the existing 
sidewalk along Westview Drive. 

From the west end of Westview Drive the alignment continues south down a sloped wooded 
glacial terrace. Although sloped, the terrace may retain some archeologically sensitive locations, 
especially adjacent to a small stream that crosses the alignment (Fig. 15). The alignment continues 
south to the northwest corner of a housing development. Just prior to reaching the development the 
alignment crosses a deep ravine (Fig. 16). Although dry at the time of the site visit, this ravine 
certainly had a flowing stream in it at one time and the terrace areas on either side should be 
considered sensitive for precontact occupation. The alignment continues south along the back of the 
development housing lots. Most of this section is sloped and not sensitive. When the alignment 
reaches the connection with the Longmeadow development it is at the base of the terrace. 
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From the connection with the Longmeadow development the path alignment continues south 
through a wooded area. Depending on the final alignment location in this area, the path may be 
sloped from gently to fairly steeply. No distinguishing characteristics were noticed that would 
suggest archeological sensitivity. At the southern end the path emerges from the woods into a large 
gently sloping field. The alignment in this location is also vague, but seems to extend along an 
existing tree line at the east edge of the field and cross to the northeast comer of the parcel for the 
Joshua Read Homestead, HS&SS#25. A small stream is shown on the alignment map crossing the 
alignment in this vicinity, but was not noted during the site visit. The alignment is proposed to 
connect to Webster Road by extending along the western edge of the parcel. This area to the north 
and west of the parcel for the c. 1785 Joshua Read homestead may be sensitive for below ground 
historic archeological features such as wells, privies, other outbuildings or trash deposits. 

The majority of the alignment along Webster Road has no archeological potential. There is a 
sewer line that extends along the north side of the road in the proposed alignment for the path. 
Assuming the path will follow the sewer alignment, there is no potential for intact deposits. 
However, there is one substantial area where the alignment will depart from the sewer alignment. 
That departure is the loop around the north side ofHS&SS#107, the c. 1835 Koch residence (Fig. 
17). Much of the by-pass of this house may be sensitive for historic deposits or features associated 
with the historic occupation. 

When Webster Road meets Old Route 7 the alignment crosses to the south side of the road 
and passes in front ofHS&SS#54, the c. 1890 Martin house (Fig. 9). Assuming the path will remain 
within the disturbance of Old Route 7, there are no archeological concerns. However, if the 
alignment will encroach upon the yard of the property, pre contact and historic archeologically 
sensitive lands would be effected. Similarly, if the path alignment departs from the Old Route 7 
road bed in order to cross the LaPlatte River, some archeologically sensitive areas may be 
intersected. Although the proposed alignment will cross at the existing abutments for the Old Route 
7 bridge, they will not be directly effected by the project since they will not be utilized for load 
bearing purposes. However, they will be visually effected and it is recommended that if possible the 
bridge to be used for this crossing be compatible with the historic setting of the Old Route 7 road 
bed. Perhaps the VTrans bridge reuse program could provide a suitable bridge. 

South of the LaPlatte River the alignment is proposed to cross Route 7 under the new 
highway bridge to the west side of the highway. Apparently this crossing will require construction 
of a retaining wall to prevent fill from the path spreading out onto the LaPlatte flood plain. The 
footprint of the retaining wall and associated fill may intersect archeologically sensitive areas that 
would need to be reviewed. 

The alignment along Route 7 heading into Shelburne village has been disturbed by a sewer 
line at the road shoulder. As at Webster Road, it is assumed the path will be located in the same 
alignment as the sewer. The path is proposed to cross from Route 7 to the railroad alignment over a 
grassy area north of a bank drive in window. This area appears to have been graded, although there 
is some potential for subsurface preservation of archeological features or deposits below the depth of 
the grading. However, this location is distant from the river or other sources of water and has a low 
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potential for archeological deposits. Once the alignment reaches the railroad alignment the 
archeological potential is minimal due to disturbance from construction of the railroad. The 
proposed alignment along the railroad has not been entirely defined. There is a low potential for 
railroad related features or small structures to be present that should be avoided or preserved by the 
project. Such features might include lighting fixtures, switches, mile marker posts, or other railroad 
features that might be found along the approach to a small village. The heavy vegetation along the 
alignment prevented identification of any such features if present. 

Once the path alignment reaches Harbor Road, it crosses to an existing sidewalk on the south 
side and along Harbor Road to the school. This location has been disturbed by the existing 
construction. Even with the proposed widening of the path, there is little potential for archeological 
deposits to be present and preservation of a small grass strip between the road and path will help to 
retain a similar visual setting. 

Summary of Sensitive Areas 

Tables 1 and 2 summarize the areas of concern for historic preservation and archeological 
Issues. 

Table 1. Properties with Historic Preservation Issues. 
Property Date Survey # Fif:. # Issue Recommendation 
Joshua Read Homestead c. 1785 HS&SS #25 Figs. 2 #B, 6 Vegetation buffer Retain buffer 
Townsend Residence c. 1835 HS&SS Figs. 2 #D, 7 & Vegetation buffer Retain buffer 

#106 8 
Martin House c. 1890 HS&SS #54 Figs. 2 #1 and 9 Encroachment of yard Place path on existing 

pavement 
Clark House c. 1870 HS&SS #53 Figs. 2 #J and Encroachment of yard Place path on existing 

10 pavement 
Bowling Alley / Craft c. 1849 HD#68 Figs. 5 #f and Vegetation buffer Retain vegetation or 
School c. 1948 11 & 12 create other buffer 

c. 1962 
Harness Shop / Craft c. 1850 HD#69 Fig. 2 #g Maintain visual character Simple path design 
Center 
Second Episcopal c. 1885 HD#56 Figs. 5 #0 and Maintain visual character Retain grass strip if 
Parsonage 13 possible 
House c. 1895 HD#57 Fig. 5 #p Maintain visual character Retain grass strip if 

possible 
House c. 1900 HD#58 Fig. 5 #q Maintain visual character Retain grass strip if 

possible 

Table 2. Areas of Archeological Sensitivity. 
Location / Property Fig. # Issue Recommendation 
Along stream bet. Business Fig. 2 #1 Sensitive due to stream Use disturbed areas or Phase 1 
Park and housing side location and known archeo. survey 
development site(VT -CH-328) 
Stream terrace Figs. 2 #2, Sensitive due to stream Avoid or Phase 1 archeo. survey 

14 side location 
Small stream crossing Figs. 2 #3, Sensitive due to stream Avoid or Phase 1 archeo. survey 

15 crossing 
Ravine crossing Figs. 2 #4, Sensitive due to stream Avoid or Phase 1 archeo. survey 

16 crossing 
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Small stream crossing Fig. 2 #5 Sensitive due to stream Avoid or Phase I archeo. survey 
crossing 

Joshua Read Homestead Figs. 2 #6, Sensitive due to vicinity Avoid or Phase I archeo. survey 
boundary 6 to historic farmstead 
Cross country route around Figs. 2 #7, Sensitive due to vicinity Avoid or Phase I archeo. survey 
Koch residence 17 to historic farmstead 
Proposed retaining wall at Fig. 2 #8 Sensitive due to flood Work in existing fill or Phase I 
LaPlatte River plain location archeo. survey 
Railroad right-of-way Figs. 2 #9, Sensitive for potential When alignment is identified 

12 railroad features examine closely for features 

Recommendations 

Examination of historic documents and a site visit to the project area indicate varying 
degrees of sensitivity for different portions ofthe project area. Areas of archeological sensitivity are 
defined on the project maps that have potential for precontact or historic deposits. Historic 
structures that may be effected by the project are also identified on the maps. 

Depending on the design of the project some of the sensitive areas could be avoided. Steps 
to minimize disturbance of previously undisturbed areas could include limiting the divergence of the 
path from the roadside, locating the path over existing disturbances such as ditches or water lines, or 
locating the path in areas determined to have low sensitivity. However, in many areas the alignment 
will cross sensitive areas that would be difficult to avoid, such as streams. Effects to historic 
structures will be vis.ual and vegetation buffers should be maintained if possible. 

Attachments: 
Figures 
References 
VDHP Predictive Model for Locating Archeological Sites 
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Figure 6. Joshua Read homestead (HS&SS#25), c. 1785 . 
Note vegetation around structures. View to the northwest. 

Figure 7. Townsend residence (HS&SS#106), c. 1835. 
View to the northeast. 
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Figure 8. Townsend residence (HS&SS#106), c. 1835. Note vegetation 
along road. View to the west/northwest. 

Figure 9. Martin house (HS&SS#54), c. 1890. Note Old Route 7 cut 
into landscape. View to the southeast. 
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Figure 10. Clark house (HS&SS#53), c. 1870 and Old Route 7 bridge 
crossing. Note proximity of house to road. View to the southwest. 

Figure 11. Bowling Alley / Craft School (HD#68), c. 1849/1948/ 
1962. Railroad alignment is located behind the row of sheds to the left. 

View to the north. 
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Figure 12. Bowling Alley / Craft School (HD#68), c. 1849 / 1948 / 
1962. Note vegetation along back of sheds along the railroad tracks, 

View to the east. 

Figure 13. Second Episcopal Parsonage (HD#56), c. 1885. Note 
existing sidewalk and grass strip along Harbor Road. View to the west. 
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Figure 14. Terrace on south side of small stream at north end of project 
area (Fig. 2 #2). Stream is located in background. View to the northwest. 

Figure 15. Small stream crossing south of Westview Drive (Fig. 2 #3). 
View to the north. 
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Figure 16. Deep ravine south of Westview Drive (Fig. 2 #4). There are 
sensitive areas on both sides of the ravine. View to the west. 

Figure 17. Koch residence (HS&SS#107), c. 1835. Project alignment is 
to pass in a wide loop behind this house. View to the northeast. 

Hartgen Archeolog~cal Associates, Inc. August 2003 
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VERMONT DIVISION FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
Environmental Predictive Model for Locating Precontact Archeological Sites 

Project Name Longmeadow - Webster Road Path County Chittenden Town Shelburne 
DHP No. Map NO . ......:2=5:.:..,.A.::......-____ Staff Init. TRJ Date 7/31/03 
Additional Information 

Environmental Variable Proximity Value Assigned Score 

A. RIVERS and STREAMS (EXISTING or 
RELICT): 
1) Distance to River or 0-90m 12 -.U 

Permanent Stream (measured from top of bank) 90-180 m 6 

2) Distance to Intermittent Stream 0-90m 8 ~ 
90-180 m 4 

3) Confluence of RiverlRiver or River/Stream 0-90 m 12 
90-180 m 6 

4) Confluence oflntermittent Streams 0-90m 8 
90-180 m 4 

5) Falls or Rapids 0-90m 8 
90-180 m 4 

6) Head of Draw 0-90 m 8 _8 
90-180 m 4 

7) Major Floodplain/Alluvial Terrace 32 

8) Knoll or swamp island 32 

9) Stable Riverine Island 32 

B. LAKES and PONDS (EXISTING or 
RELICT): 

10) Distance to Pond or Lake 0-90m 12 
90-180 m 6 

11) Confluence of River or Stream 0-90m 12 
90-180 m 6 

12) Lake Cove/Peninsula/Head of Bay 12 

C. WETLANDS: 
13) Distance to Wetland 0-90 m 12 
(wetland> one acre in size) 90-180 m 6 

14) Knoll or swamp island 32 

D. V ALLEY EDGE and GLACIAL 
LANDFORMS: 

15) High elevated landform such as Knoll 12 
Top/Ridge Crest/Promontory 

16) Valley edge features such as Kame/Outwash 12 -.U 
Terrace** 

17) Marine/Lake Delta Complex** 12 -.U 

18) Champlain Sea or Glacial Lake Shore Line** 32 ~ 



E. OTHER ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS: 
19) Caves/Rockshelters 

20) [ ] Natural Travel Corridor 
[ ] Sole or important access to another drainage 
[ ] Drainage divide 

21) Existing or Relict Spring 

22) Potential or Apparent Prehistoric Quarry for 
Stone Procurement 

23) Special Environmental or Natural Area, such 
as Milton acquifer, mountain top, etc. (these 
may be historic or prehistoric sacred or 
traditional site locations and prehistoric site 
types as well) 

F. OTHER HIGH SENSITIVITY FACTORS: 
24) High Likelihood of Burials 

25) High Recorded Site Density 

26) High likelihood of containing significant site 
based on recorded or archival data or oral tradition 

G. NEGATIVE FACTORS: 
27) Excessive Slope (> 15%) or 

Steep Erosional Slope (>20%) 

28) Previously disturbed land as evaluated by a 
qualified archeological professional or engin~er 
based on coring, earlier as-built plans, or 
obvious surface evidence (such as gravel pit) 

** refer to 1970 Surficial Geological Map of Vermont 

Other Comments: 

0-90 m 
90-180 m 

0-180 m 

32 

12 

8 
4 

32 

32 

32 

32 

32 

-32 

-32 

Total Score: 52 

Although some portions of the project alignment are disturbed (especially along Route 7 and Webster Road) much ofthe 
alignment is in undisturbed locations potentially sensitive due to the proximity to streams, draws and glacial lake terraces. 

0-31 = Archeologically Non-Sensitive 
32+ = Archeologically Sensitive 
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Dean Pie!'Ct!, ArCp 
Town of Shelburne 
PO Bo)C, 88 
She] burne. Vennont 05482 

RE~ Archeolog!~o.l and Archit.eGtural As.sestlimenl 
Alignment Change - Joshua Reac:J Hom.n.1ead 
Longmeadow .. Webster Road Bkyt1t:/PedeAtrinn Path 
Ptanning and Feasibility S rudy 
Town of Shelburne, Chh.t:cnden County! V..-:nnoru 
HAA#V323 
January 26, 2004 

Thill Letk:r is an addendum to the Archeo1ogica1 and Arch i r.cotura.l ReoourGe A:qsessment 
(ARA) conducted, by Hartgen Archeological Associat.;s, Inc. (HAA, Inc,) for 1h~ propolJe'd 
Longmeadow-Webster Road BicycleIPedcsttian',Path in the Town ofShelbumc. Chlttenrlen County, 
Vermont (HAA, Inc. Aogust 22. 2003). A section of the proposed alignment that was previously 
planned to run behind an historic structure on. W. eb5ter Road is; now proposed to pass in f:ront of the 
~ adja&::.cJlt to the mad. The strud:u.re is the c. } 185 Joslroa Read Homestead (HS&SS #0414-
2 S) and is lam:led B on FigUre 2 and d~picted iii FiguR 6 Q f the: MA. 

lhc PJ'oposc.d change in the alignment ~ a much lower archcologj£ai potential than the 
original alignment. 1he previous alignment was determined to have "'no adverse effectt. on the 
hlstoril:: property since it would have been out 0 f sight to the rear of the property. This determination 
W!15 based on the mainremmc::e ofthe vegetation around Uu: house to screen the path. However. the 
revised alignment is proposed to pass dmtly in front of l.hc:: historic house. The s~ between t.f\t 
house and Webster Ro3d is appro)timately lOA· meters (34 ft). Currently the house i~ partially 
screened from the road by some trees. bushes.emd gardens 9fOund it. The propo!'1nl calls for a 25 
meter (8 ft.) wide path separated from the. road by a 1,2 meter (4 ft) grass strip. This de~ign would 
remove some of the vegetation ~ing the:: houSI: from the· road. A recent pioket fence on the east 
side (lfthe lrouse may also be affected, 

By eliminating about a third of the lawn and some of the roadside ~creenlnB~ thiB rcvi~cd 
alignment would create an adverse effect. to the; rustori.::: dumJ.{:ter afthc propeny which tws already 
been encroached upon by the present road. bed. The ad\lerse effect could be minimized by keeping 
the path level with the surrounding laWJ'1> a~ close to the road M possible and as. Mn'CIW as possible. 
In addition. the efl'eet could be minimized by providing new plantings or f~in; in scale with the 
~ lawn area. and in consultation with the property OWT\.ef', The arclwologicat potemW of th4'l 
area also must be cOnBidered. Although the potential is lower than the original aiignment, there i!4 
a moderan: potcntio.l for si~ifu:ant 1U'Cheo1oBical deposits to be in the arr.m of potential effect (APE) 
east of and in front of the house, Therefore, some subsuna,,:c: te~ting is recommended for the APE. 

~'-r;~h 
llwma'l R. Jamison. Ph.D. 

Sincerely. 

Project Manager 
Lyssa Papazian, M.S. 
Architftcrural JIr:o:toritm 

CERTifiED DBEIVIISE IN NEW 'fORt(. rtEW JERS1=Y, MAINE. NEW HAMPSHIRE, VFRtJlONT, 
MA.~SACHUS~TTS, CONNECTICUT. PENNSYLVAJ-;'A, D IO:LAWARE:. [lAARY1.ANO. 

ANO NEW VORl< cnv AGE~~'ES 
"TELEPHONE {'D:1)39'7.e020 EfnIIll: tam@hllnpn.cQffl FAA IID~367-8U4 





Shelburne Path First Public Work Session 3/24/03 

Summary of Comments Made and/or Questions Asked by Meeting 
Attendees 

• What specifically is known about the endangered species shown on the map? 
• What do we know about the exact location and material of the hazardous waste 

sites? 
• Please add street names to the map. 
• Try to be ready with relevant data about which people may have questions. 
• The path on the south side of Route 7 in the Village has a high number of 

driveway conflict points. 
• How does federal funding affect the guidelines that must be followed for paths? 
• What are viable different options for path surfaces? (Pavement, stone, concrete 

were described as options currently under consideration.) 
• What Funding is available from State and federal sources and how much must the 

community provide? (This question was asked to see if the trade off of following 
federal guidelines is worth it.) 

• What would be the total cost of the project? ($400-450 K per mile of path was 
cited as a ball park figure.) 

• The Rt 7 Expansion project will have 10' bike lanes, 5' grass, 5' sidewalk along 
both sides; these can be used to connect the northern neighborhoods with the 
Village. (This option would at least meet the needs of experienced riders.) As an 
alternate, Bay Road, the Ti Haul road and Harbor Road could be used as a means 
of getting to the Village, once the RR underpass on Bay Road is upgraded. 
(Children currently ride bikes on Bay Road to school.) 

• Parents may be leery of having children ride on Route 7. 
• The reality of children riding bikes to school was questioned. (An example of the 

large number of children riding bicycles to school in Essex Junction was sited as a 
case of what could happen if bicycle facilities were available.) 

• Is could be possible to create an alternate route by using the Business Park Drive 
and connecting to the Town-owned future school site across the parcel to the west 
of the Farrel Parcel, but it was mentioned that this property owner is also not 
interested in being a part of the Path project. There are also wetlands located on 
this property. 

• The Path will have a significant negative impact on the historic district. A woman 
who lives in the Colonial Revival House on Route 7 is concerned with the 
location of the path in front of her window. 

• Shelburne is a National Register Historic District. As such, the impacts of the 
path on the important historic elements of the District is required, since the path 
will be constructed with federal funds. Bring the date of the next meeting with 
you to share with the current crowd, to come next time. 

• The connection to the proposed Champlain Path along the RR must be considered 



Shelburne Bike Path 
Public Work Session #1 Meeting Notes 
Page 2 

Upcoming meetings were noted: 
April 21 st - Meeting with the Board Committee 
May 19th 

- Second Public Work Session 

Supplemental information added after the meeting: 

The Route 7 reconstruction will create 6 foot wide paved shoulderlbicycle lanes, not 10 
feet as noted at the meeting. 

Children do ride bicycles to school. The current middle school principal encourages 
bicycling as a means of getting to school. 



Longmeadow Webster Road Shared Use Path Alternatives Public Work Session 
Shelburne Town Offices 
Meeting Notes 

May 19,2003 

Jim reviewed the information presented at the last meeting and the comments received. 
He then described the various alternate alignments currently under consideration. 
Following a break, the audience discussed the various alternatives and related items. 

People requested clarification of the difference between shared use paths and bicycle 
lanes and their respective widths. 

The audience suggested two additional alternatives: 
• Routing Alternative _ to the north of the western most historic house, using the 

Farmstead open space (added as Alternative~; and 
• U sing and existing path with crushed stone and a bridge between Longmeadow 

and Deer Run to create a route that runs through Longmeadow, Deer Run and 
Farmstead to reach Webster Road (added as Alternative~. 

The Deer Run subdivision residents opposed a bike route through their subdivision in the 
past. 

A path on the west side of Route 7 could be confusing at the Harbor Road/Falls Road 
intersection, especially with the gas station on the comer. 

In response to a question on funding sources, Dean identified several, including State, 
federal, town, MPO, Champlain Byways, etc. 

Add a sidewalk along the side of the Business Park roadway in Alternative _. 

Each of the historic houses on the shared use path could have special historic plaques 
made describing their history, use, and significance as an educational/tourist tool. 

Can we consider the use of colored, textured pavement between the travel way and the 
bicycle lane. 

Extend Alternative _ so that it loops through the Parade, around the Town offices and 
out towards the train station and Harbor Road, completely missing the Harbor Road, Falls 
Road, route 7 intersection. 

The Design Review Board would have a difficult time approving a 10-foot side shared 
use path on either side of Route 7 in the Historic District. 

Most of the audience preferred the shared use path on Webster Road, with the addition of 
Alternative _. Residents have many letters of agreement, 



Longmeadow Webster Road Bicycle Path 
May 20 Public Work Session Notes 
Page 2 

There are large limestone trucks that travel down Webster road. These trucks are wider 
than 10'. 

Is traffic calming possible on Webster Road to slow traffic in the vicinity of needed 
crosswalks? 

Is bike calming possible coming down the hill on Webster Road? 

Overall route of path that WSA suggested is great because it connects 8 neighborhoods. 

Bicycle lanes on Webster Road don't please the young and the old. 

There are numerous kids in these neighborhoods whose parents would not let them ride 
on the bicycle lanes on Webster Road. 

Everyone is VERY PRO a shared use path as opposed to bicycle lanes so everyone can 
use it. 

The 3rd historic house owner (furthest east on Webster road is the Boulder Hill developer. 
This person's driveway could be relocated. 

The Boulder Hill development layout is probably not going to change now. As planned, 
it brings the path out to the east side of the historic home. The creation of other 
arrangements would be an addition to supplement what already would be built. 

The Town should go for the portions of the route that can be done now. 

The preferred Route includes Alternative _, combined with Alternative _, which would 
be reached by going under the south side of the Route 7 La Platte River Bridge. Webster 
Road would be crossed at the split, where a three way stop would be installed. The path 
would go behind the western most historic home on Webster Road. Alternative _ is 
preferred on 

Add the connection to Hullcrest Neighborhood later. 

Shared paths cost approximately 450 K per mile; the bridge is ~200 K, therefore a rough 
estimate is ~ 1 million for 2 miles of path. 

The temporary bridge abutments from Route 7 are currently buried but can be reused if 
needed. 

The recommended plan will be presented at the June 24, 2003 Selectboard meeting. 
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TABLE 1 
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Section 1 

Connect norIhem 
naighboItIoods to access ~ 7 

PARTIAL 

MODERATE 

LOW 

nolqlacl 

HIGH 

nolqlacl 

Connect northern 
neighborhoods to Westview 

Drive and Shelburne Heights, 
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0 

children & casual bicycle riders 

MODERATE 

YES 

MODERATE 

HIGH 

N/A 

NlA 

NlA 

YES 
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YES 

YES 
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4 
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to Town 

0.6 acres 

wetlands, stream crossing 
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4 
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TABLE 1 (continued) 
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Section 2 

pink 

east side loop 

1.3 acres 
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no impact 
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TABLE 2 
Longmeadow - Webster Road Bicycle/Pedestrian Path 

Bicycle/Pedestrian Planning & Feasibility Study 

Preferred Alternative - Initial Estimate of Probable Construction Cost - June, 2003 

Section 1 Hullcrest Park to Northside Dr. (1,575 ft x $88/ft) 

Contingency 

Engineering 

Municipal Mgr 

Const. Svcs. 

25% 

10% 

10% 

10% 

Section 2 Hullcrest Park to Longmeadow Road (5,375 ft x $90/ft) 

Contingency 

Engineering 

Municipal Mgr 

Const. Svcs. 

25% 

10% 

10% 

10% 

Section 3 Longmeadow Road to Boulder Hill Entrance (1,750 ft x $90/ft)* 

Contingency 25% 

Engineering 10% 

Municipal Mgr 10% 

Const. Svcs. 10% 

*This estimate does not include the length of path being completed as part of the Boulder Hill Subdivision. 

Secction 4 Webster Road Path to La Platte River (4,400 ft x $88/ft) 

Webster Road I-way (600 ft x $45/ft) 

Curbing (200 ft x$10/ft) 

Munroe Bridge (40 ft) 

Contingency 

Engineering 

Municipal Mgr 

Const. Svcs. 

25% 

10% 

10% 

10% 

Section 4 Total 

$138,600 

$34,650 

$13,860 

$13,860 

$13,860 

$214,830 

$483,750 

$120,938 

$48,375 

$48,375 

$48,375 

$749,813 

$157,500 

$39,375 

$15,750 

$15,750 

$15,750 

$244,125 

$587,500 

$27,000 

$2,000 

$100,000 

$716,500 

$179,125 

$71,650 

$71,650 

$71,650 

$1,110,575 



Section 5 LaPlatte River Crossing to Harbor Road Railroad Crossing (2,500 ft x $88/f $220,000 

Gabion Retaining Wall (220 ft x 10ft x 2 ft) $50,000 

LaPlatte River Bridge (110 ft) $200,000 

Contingency 

Engineering 

Municipal Mgr 

Const. Svcs. 

Section 6 Harbor Road (1775 ft x $88/ft) 

Contingency 

Engineering 

Municipal Mgr 
Const. Svcs. 

25% 

10% 

10% 

10% 

25% 

10% 

10% 
10% 

In segments where a unit cost of $90/ft, rather than $88/ft, is used, the extra $2/ft 

reflects the higher cost of constructing a path across changing or steep topography. 

Section 5 Total $470,000 

Total 

$117,500 

$47,000 

$47,000 

$47,000 

$728,500 

$156,200 

$39,050 

$15,620 

$15,620 
$15,620 

$242,110 

$3,289,953 
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4. 
5. 

TABLE 3 
Longmeadow - Webster Road Bicycle/Pedestrian Path 

Bicycle/Pedestrian Planning & Feasibility Study 

Projected Tasks 

TASK PREREQUISITE TIME TO 
COMPLETE 

Preliminary Design, Sections lB, 2, and 3 Funding. 1 Year 
Final Plans, Construction Drawings, and Scoping and 2 Years 
Construction Section lB Preliminary Design 

Final Plans, Construction Drawings, Scoping and 2 Years 
Sections 2 & 3 Preliminary Design 
Acquire Right-of-Ways, Sections 2 & 3 Final Plan 1 Year 
Construction Sections 2 & 3 Construction 6 Months 

Drawings & ROW 
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