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MEMORANDUM 
 
TO: Bruce Hoar, Lisa Schaeffler PWM; Williston Public Works 
FROM: Jason Charest PE, PTP; CCRPC 
DATE: May 24, 2021 
RE:   North Williston Road Traffic Calming Assessment 
 

Introduction: 
The Town of Williston requested, as part of the Chittenden County Regional Planning Commission’s (CCRPC) 
annual work program, an assessment of their efforts to calm traffic on North Williston Road from the US 2 
intersection to the Winooski River Bridge. 

Background: 
North Williston Road was the subject of a scoping study that was finalized in October 20181. The study’s focus 
was to develop solutions to ensure that everyone can travel safely and efficiently along the corridor. One of the 
solutions was to implement traffic calming and several suggested measures were proposed and discussed in the 
report. 
 
Since the completion of the study, the changes bulleted below have been made along the roadway that, in 
addition to improving the safety of the roadway, may have had a traffic calming effect. This memo strives to 
determine whether or not traffic calming effects were achieved. 
 

 Flashing beacon and curve sign just north of Unity Lane headed northbound 
 35 mph speed limit sign just north of Peterson Lane headed northbound 
 Chevrons through the S-curves between Peterson Lane and Fay Lane in both directions 

o Rumble strips in the same section 
 Four way stop control at the intersection of North Williston Road, Mountain View Road, and Governor 

Chittenden Road 
 Radar speed feedback signs (both directions south of Fay Lane, southbound direction at Golf Course Rd) 
 RRFBs (Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacons) at Fairway Drive and Tamarack Road crosswalks across 

North Williston Road 

Traffic Speeds: 
Before and after speed data were compiled for four locations along North Williston Road through the use of 
Automatic Traffic Recorder (ATR) devices that consist of pneumatic tubes laid across a roadway. Some of the 
before data dates as far back as 2007 which does not provide an ideal before and after comparison but will 
nonetheless showcase the changes in speeds over time. The approximate locations of the data collection sites 
can be seen in Figures 1 and 2 on the following pages.  

 
1 https://studiesandreports.ccrpcvt.org/wp-
content/uploads/2018/10/NorthWillistonRoad_ScopingReport_20181010_Combined.pdf 
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Figure 1: Approximate Location of Southern Speed Data Collection Sites 
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Figure 2: Approximate Location of Northern Speed Data Collection Sites 
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The 85th percentile speed data were compiled as shown in Table 1 below. There are two sets of after data for the 
location south of Fay Lane. The first set is as it exists today and comes from the nearby radar speed feedback 
sign while the second set, noted with an asterisk, is from when the speed table was installed in the summer of 
2019 that has since been removed. The after speed data for WILL03 is from the radar speed feedback sign across 
from Golf Course Road and is only for the southbound direction.  
 
Table 1: Before and After 85th Percentile Speed Data on Willison Road 

Location 
ID Description 

Before Speeds (mph) After Speeds (mph) 
Northbound Southbound Northbound Southbound 

WILL031 Between Golf Course & Tamarack Dr 41.2 41.8 ----- 38.6 

WILL312 South of Winooski River 47.0 45.0 43.4 42.6 
WILL59 ~1500 ft North of Mt. View Road 46.6 46.5 45.0 45.0 

WILL703 South of Fay Lane 49.9 43.6 
41.3 39.8 
39* 39.4* 

1Before speed data is from 2012. After data is from southbound Radar Speed Feedback Sign in same general vicinity. 
2Before speed data is from 2007 
3After speed data following the speed table’s removal is from the Radar Speed Feedback Signs in the general vicinity. 
*Data collected while speed table was installed that has since been removed 

Findings & Discussion 
All data indicate there have been reductions in traffic speeds along North Williston Road ranging from 1.5 mph 
(southbound at WILL59) to 8.6 mph (northbound at WILL70). Prior to the speed table’s removal, the data at the 
WILL70 location south of Fay Lane show there were reductions in speeds of almost 11 miles per hour in the 
northbound direction.  
 
According to the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), traffic calming measures are those that consist of 
horizontal, vertical, lane narrowing, roadside, and other features that use self-enforcing physical or psycho-
perception means to produce desired effects.2 Aside from the speed table that was removed, there is room for 
debate as to whether or not the other changes that’ve taken place on North Williston Road would meet this 
definition. For instance, Burlington’s Traffic Calming Manual explicitly states that stop signs and speed radar 
equipment will not be considered as traffic calming measures.3 Nonetheless, it appears that the combined effect 
of everything done to date has reduced prevailing speeds on North Williston Road at all locations data were 
collected. 
 
If there is a desire to achieve greater reductions in traffic speeds along North Williston Road and bring the 85th 
percentile speeds closer to the speed limit of 35 miles per hour, physical traffic calming measures will likely need 
to be implemented such as speed tables or curbed medians as suggested in the scoping study. 
 
 
 
End of Memo 

 
2 https://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/speedmgt/ePrimer_modules/module2.cfm#mod21 
 
3 https://www.burlingtonvt.gov/sites/default/files/Traffic_Calming_Manual_FINAL_100920.pdf 


